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THE DIPLOMAT JOURNAL
NEW OPPORTUNITY IN THE
BALANCED FOREIGN POLICY
Through this journal, we intend to expand our
communication with and reach out to foreign missions

in Iran

The imtermational system today is

undergoing a remarkable u:haﬂze and

iransition. The foreign policy of the

countries i3 accordingly affected in

paralle]l  with these  enommous

developments. The current transition
in international systeny from unipolariam to mmbtipolarizm
15 inevitably on a normal and historical track even though
it may happen gradualty and slowly.

The victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran dunng
the bipolar era and the subsequent adoption of a foreign
policy based on the slogan of "neither East nor Weat"
brought about the tidings of a world free from hegemony,
coloalism and the fulfillment of the ideals of the deprived
and destitute i the domain of international system. Thiz
zlogan has its roots in the independence-seeking spirst of
the people of Iran during our glorions revolution led by the
late founder of the Izlamic Bepublic of Iran His Eminence
Imam Khomeini (PEUH) and reliance on his thoughts and
emphasis on adopting an independent, noa-aligned foreizn
policy on the bazis of mutual respect, non-interference in
the affairs of other conmiries, rejection of hegpemomism
and cppression. support for ThE oppreszed, unity among
Dlezlim states and peaceful and good relations with other
countriez on Islamic and buman principles. Such thinking
by Imam Khomeini (FEUH) has been manifested with
wisdom and foresight and the Islamic Republic of Tran, as
the result, has not and will not be aligned with or limit its
foreign policy to any country, bloc or thougit.

With the formation of the popular and transform-seslding
administration of President Raisi, while gaiting a proper
voderstanding of the developments m the mternational
system and being inspired by the guidelines set forth
by the Leader of the Islamic Bevchsfion who puts and
emphasizs on unintermpted and heightened activaty of the
foreign policy apparatus based on smart, dynamic, active
and balanced diplomacy acress all global geograghies and
utilization of smart solutions and diplomatic sinlls as well
as flexibility andior strict msistence wherever necessary,
hmnﬂmdf&mab;daﬂcemmfntgecﬂﬁesandmf
capacity provided by diplomacy for economic progress,



the oppre=ssed, unity m"uﬂmm

the diplomatic apparates of the Islamic Republic of Iran
has followed the policy of all-out expansion of ties with
all the cousmtries of the world and gives the priority to the
Eastern, Asian and neighboring countries. Such a policy
of “approaching the East” in no way means cutting off ties
with the rest of the world and hence, the Islamic Begublic
of Iran will spare tio effort to develop relations with all the
geographies around the globe.

On the basis of the above-mentioned principles, a
balanced foreign policy, smart imteraction and dynamic
active diplomacy were imtroduced as the new approaches
of the new government of the Islamic Fepublic of Iran.
Inn this light the foreign policy of the Islamic Repulilic
of Iran haz a broader look towards the use of soft
power and public diplomacy. History has shown that
the vse of hard power alone 13 not sufficient and may
eventuate in popredictable outcomes. The defeat of the
US in Afchanistan Iraq and Vietnam may be interpreted
and expounded in the very same framework Today,
considering the changes in global equations, the Tslamic
Eepublic of Iran has become an active, independent and
influentizl acter that in line with its balanced foreign
policy i1z not seeking to absodb satellite states or be
placed in the orbit of other powers and poles of the
imternational system. In this line, the Islamic Republic of
Tran while striving to secure fis own national interests,
wishes to establizh balanced and proportionate political,
economic and culteral relations with all the countries
topped by those in the region and insists on detente
policy and the establishment of regional security as well
as the resolution of regional crizes and the fight against
terrorism and extremism. Addittonatly, there exists a
firm determination on our side to establish justice and
equality in the international system and counter illegal
sanctions levied uidlaterally against nations as ancther
major component of the foreign policy of the Islamic
Eepublic of Iran

Hepional consultations, growth, development and
prosperity tn politicsl econotnic and cultural ficlds
constitute the objectives that the foreign policy of the
Islamic of Iran tries to reach and on this path, a special

T1987=New York

The present Leader of the Islamic
Revolation imam Khamencihas
admonizhed theutilization of smart
solutions and diplomatic skills aswell
as flexibility and/or strictinsistence
wherever nocessany, honest and fom
abidance by the ohjectives and the
capacity provided by diplomacy for
ECORMNEG progress.

attertion s paid to the strensthening
of relations and cooperation i the

regional econothic orgamizations
such as BECO and SCO.
Moereover, the new foreizn

policy of the Islamic Bepublic of
Iran attaches grester importance to
the expansion of novel diplomacy
such as digital diplomacy; In
lien of this, we try to establizh
a proper imteraction and expand
compmuucation with thinkers;
scholars and diplomats of other
countries.

Whthin this framework and with an
atm fo create 2 commmunication bridge
with the diplomatic corps in the
Islamic Republic of Iran. I instructed
my colleagne: to  publish’ the
Di;_}lﬂﬂlﬂ‘l I am of resclute belief that
this joumal will serve as a window
for the familiarity and imteraction
between the Irapian Foreign Ministry
and forergn oussions o open new
opportunities for cooperation and
strengthening them

Here and through this journal
which iz a new initiative by the
Ministry of Foreipn Affairs, we
intend to expand cur communication
with and reach out to foreign
missions m [ran In the Diplomat,
I would like to see coverage of
diverse issues, so that a unique and
authentic foundation is created for
further interaction and knowledge
sharing. We firmly shake the
hands of you a: our audience and
colleagues and will have patient
ears and eves to accommodate and
publish comments{J
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Members

of the
diplomatic
community
and
international
relations”
actors and
playersare
the main
target
audience of
the Diplomat.

ANEW PLAN FOR WRITTEN
DOCUMENTATION

A valuable tradition pioneered by the Iranians

Documentation, -particularhy m the

written format, has been one of the

most effective and wisest habats of

bumans to promote Imowledge and

clarify and archive developments and

events. [n their ancient history, Iranians
were zmong the first civilization: that perceived the
sipmificance of documentation and archiving and recorded
millions of archive files and manuseripts:

The Mimstry of Foreipn Affairs of the Islammic
Bepublic of Iran has alway: paid senous attention to
written herntage and publication and preservation of Iran’s
valuable documents, manuscripts and archives: In fact,
the Mimstry of Foreign Affairs publishes jowmnals, books
and magazines. In this respect, upon the proposal of His
Excellency Dr Hossem Amir-Abdollahisn, the first edition
of Diplomat iz published today which, in my opmion. will
play an effective role in further linking the big diplomatic
community and diplomacy practitionery and enthusiasts in
Iran.

Diplomat iz a periodical that i1z published once
every twve months for the diplomatic community i Iran as
well a3 mternational relations and foreign pelicy activists,
resgarchers and scholars. Each edition of Diplomat would
focus specifically on one subject or caze the various
dimensionz of whichk will be properly explored and
amalyzed.

The first ediion of Diplomat 1= now m your
hands; it focuses on Iraq and varions aspects of Iran-Traq
relations. [ am confident that vou, as resident diplomats in
Iram, will assist us in publizhing future editions of Diplomat
by providing uz with vour comments and opinions.

Diplomat welcomes comments, opinions and
news from embassies and infemational organizations
as well az foreign officials for publication in itz future
editions.

In conclozion, T would like to appreciaie the
efforts of my colleagues m publishing the Diplomat and
te-lterate that we would wammly welcome the support and
aszistance of the diplomatic commumaty residing m Iran im
the future editions of thiz publication. I am confident that
we zre able to promote the status of the foreign policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran i the manmer it deserves. £J



€1 ic Republic af Irau
“PPGSES any change in the
geography of the re

Iran, destroyer of ISIS and the hero of the fight
against terrorism




L. fpp - moly
IO 1d10

i
Ty # -

, F
&

]illlll

Fresident of the Islamic Republic of

Jran in his address at the United

Nations General Aszembly 2022,

while referring fo the wndeniabls

role of Gemneral Sulsimani in

destroving ISIS, ntared  Awm
administration from the cther end of the world
decided 1o change the geography of our region ot the
priceof the blood of hundreds of thowsands of women
and children but the Jslamic Republiic of Iran blocked
this project. Destrover of I5I5 was no one bt Gensral
Swleimani. Holding a jusi trial jor o crime that the
previous US, President corfessed will be a service fo
the humanity.

Prezident Raeisi on Wednesday morning, 21
September 2022, during his speech at the 77th United
Nations General Assembly referred to the damages
and dangers of the current declining order in the world
and draw attention to the Iranian people’s continued
efforts to set up a fair order in the world.

In hiz words, President Raeizsi brought different
instances of injustice and double standards adopted by
the US on terrorism and human rights at different parts
of the werld including Tran and vnderlined the Islamic
Bepublic of Tran’s significant role to resist bullying
and interventionist policies including the containment
of the US made terrorism and disappointing any
geographical changes in the regional countries led by
General Suleimani and emphasized: we will follow
a fair proceeding for the crime committed by the
previous President of the TUS.

> Efforts made by domineering forces to
captivate the destiny of the Iranian people have
been always unsuccessful

While referring to the continued vasuccessful efforts
of the domineering forces to gain dominance over the
destity of the Iranian nation President Raeis zaid:
I take pride in representing a nation who inherits a
great civilizational heritage. Iranian people have been
free all the times and they have neutralized the efforts
of domineering forees to gam dominance over their
destiy. During their history, the Iranian nation has
fought against captivity of other nations from Babylon
to Palestine.

> Double standards adopted by some claimants
of human rights/ from the fuss made about a
case which is nnder investigation to a deadly
silence to killing of innocent women in west

He clarified: Iran believes that the double standards
adopted by some states regarding the human rights
are the most important elements to institutionalizing
of violation of the rights of human beings. including
the deadly silence agamst killing of tens of innocent
womett in a short period in one of western countries.

#> Reviewing a dark report card/ position of the
claimant and the aceused should not be changed
President Raeisi, while vnderlining the fact the rights
of nations are higher than the human rights which



are very easily violated by the oppressing powers,
added: the position of the claimant and the accused
in the human rights should not be ckanged The
real viclators of the human rights are not morally
competent to express their viewpoints on the 1ssue of
human rights.

# Showing the photo of General Suleimani at the
United Nations/ General Suleimani destroyver of
ISIS and hero of fight against terrorism
President Raeizi while referring to the nndeniable role
of General Suleitnani in destroving ISIS, continued:
An administration from the other end of the world
decided to change the geography of our region at the
price of the blood of hundreds of thousands of women
and children but the [slamic Eepublic of Iran blocked
this project and pushed it back. The hero of the fight
against ISI5 and termorism was no one but General
Suletmani. Ensuring a just proceeding of a crime
that the previous U.S. President confeszed will be'a
service to the humanity.

>In the nuclear dossier we demand our legal
and fair rights.

President Raeisi raised the question that is there
anything else other than its legal and fair rights that
Iran 1z demanding which has made the global bullying
forces upset, stated: today, peoples tn the world are
more seriously asking for development, independence
and secority.

>The promise to lift the sanctions was not
realized / despite the cruelest sanctions, Iran
has realized world level technical and scientific
achievements

President Raeisi emphazized that the Iranian people
based on their experience chose the policy of
resistance and development and said: the Islamic
Iran, despite the threats and sanctions, i3 a strong
country today that has made world level technical and
scientific achievements and the world i3 in need of a
strong Iran. While exporting oil and gas, the Islamic
Eepublic enjovs gas pipeline: and electricity grids
and iz an outstanding country in advanced sciences
and know-how:

>Iran is looking for a maximum interaction
with all countries / war is no selution to crisis
President Raeisi while emphasizing that Iran as a
regional power intends to ensure maximun interaction
with all countries. said: war provides no solution for
global crizss; we should chooze dialogue over war

He clanfied:

Iran’s regional trade has imcreased significantly
during the last year and we assert that the policy of
neighborliness is a security builder policy.

>Palestine is the most oppressed nation in the
world

While referring to the fact that the Zionist regime has
developed the biggest prizon i the world in Gaza,
stated: it 15 for seven decades that oppression and

occupation iy continued by the
Zionist regime while the solution
for the issue of Palestine 12 only to
refer to the vote of all Palestinians
in an inclosive referendom.

»Global disarmament is the
principled pillar for global
security/ the religious fatwa
of the Sopreme Leader om
nuclear weapons is stronger
that any monitoring system
President Raeisi emphasized that
the religious fatwa of the Supreme
Leader iz much stronger than any
ipternational monitoring  svstem
for the [ramian government and
people and mentioned: ad the
representative of the Iranian
pecple I would like to announce
that Iran is not seeking to produce
nuclear weapons and there iz
no position for these weapons
in cur defenze doctrine. While
Iran’s peaceful nuclear activity iz
about only 2 percent of the global
nuclear activities but 35 percent of
monitoring are done to Iran

>If there was mo flexibility
on the Iranian side. nuclear
negotiations would have
stopped during the first days
President Raeisi, referring to
the nuclear sgreement said: we
believe that the problem at the
nuclear negotiation should be
resolved at the origin Iran ha:
been the axiz of survival for the
nuclear agreement by remaining
committed to  its  obligations.
While the TS talks of rejoining the
agreement, other voices are heard
from this covntry which questions
its accountability. Of course, as
cfficially confirmed by the TS
adminiztration, the maximum
pressure policy azainst Iran has
failed ridiculously.

>Iran hopeful to a bright
future /[ the rule of the
righteous will expand by the
arrival of the Last Savior

In concluzsion, President Raeisi
stated: we believe that based on
the divine determination global
juastice will be establizhed and
the rule of the sighteous will be
expanded on the earth by arrival of
the Last Bavior of humanity.

At the sidelines of the 77th United
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Mationz General Assembly, President Eaeisi met
officialz from other countries and heads of international
organizations, including Antonio Guterres, the Secretary
General of the Unmed MNations and Chrles Michel,
President of the Evropean Counedl,

He also met presidents and prime ministers from France,
Bolivia, Palistan Iraq, Switzerland, Tebancn Japan,
Finland, Sertia, Urmenia and Zimbabore.

President Baeisi participated at UNESCO Transforming
Education Summit, met relipions leaders, US foreign
policy experts and top directors from the US news
agencies and had a press conference.

It 15 noteworthy that Mintster of Foretgn Affairs of the
Islamic Republic of Tran held different bilateral meetings
with officials from other coumtries and #mtermational
organizations incleding Antonio Guterres, the Secretary
General of the United Mations, Caaba Eordsi, President of
the 77th session of the United Nations General Assembly,
Pederzen United Nations Spacial Envoy for Syria, Peter
Mauorer, President of the International Committes of the
Bed Cross and Martin Griffiths, United Nations Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian A ffairs.

At the zame time, the Minister of Foreton Affairs
of the Izlamic Republic of Iran met los counterparts
from Lebanon, Scuth Korea, Qatar, Ireland, Nonway,
Arerbatjan Aunstralia Brazsl Sweden, Netherlands,
Belzim, Jordan, Eowait, United Arab Emvirates
Nicaragua, Sri Lanka Uganda, Ernitrea, Venezvela, Irag,
Syria, Urmenia, Cuba, Belams, Mavritania, Brunei,

L

The Mimicter of
Foreign A ffairs
af the Islamic

thg Linited Naripw:
Ganaral Adssgmbly
held hilaaral
wegtings with
offcials of other
couHiries and feads
o international
organizations.

Mali, Indonesia and Slovenia and
discuzzed the bilateral relations
and regional issues.

His Excellency Agrir-
Abdollahian participated at the
meeting of the Ministers of
Foreign Affair: of the Astana
Process with his Tuorkish and
Fussian couaterparts and
Pederzon, United Nations Special
Envoy for Syria and delivered
a zpeech at the meeting of the
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of
the WAM Palestine Committee
member states.

In thiz wvizgt, the ADmster of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Bepublic of Iran and s
accompanying delegation met the
head and members of the Iranian
Interest section at Washington
DC. and Mrc Minister was
briefed regarding the latest status
of consular services provided to
Iranians living I the T3,

Dr. Amir- Abdollahian had trterviews
with MWew York Times, Al-MMongtor
and Wational Public Radio (NPR) as
welld



MFA ACHIEVEMENTS IN
SEVEN MONTHS

Excellent Diplomacy at a Glance

Chromalogyof the Ielamic Republic of Iran's foreion relations since the establizlonert of Presiderit
Rasisi's govermment (druing August 2020 and Mareh 2022)

= Kwwraiti Foreign Minister’s telephone
conversation with Dy Amir-
Abdollahian

8 Dt Arir-Abdollahtan’s telephone
conversation with the Minister
of Foreign Affairs of the Bissian
Federation

# Meeting between the Forergn Mindsters
of the Izlamic Republic of Iran and the
Lzlamic Bepublic of Pakistan

® Turkish Foreign Minister's telephone
conversation with Dir. Amir-
Abdollahian

® Greek Foreign Minister's telephone
conversation with Dy, Amir-
Abdollahian

® Telephone conversation between the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of Oman and Dr. Amir-
Abdollahian

® (atari Foreign Minister’s telephone
conversation with Dy, Amir-

-August 2021

iy
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Abdollahian

LI i

® Iragi Foreign Minister calling Dr. Asmir-
Abdollahian

a

# Telephone conversation between 1
Dr Amir-Abdollahian and the High
Beprezentative of the Union for Foreign
Affams and Security Policy

® Foreizn Minister attending regional
meeting in zupport of Irag in Baghdad

® Dr Amir Abdollahian meeting with the
Prime MMinister of Irag

# Dr Amir-Abdollahizn meeting with the
President of Traq

& Dr. Amir-Abdollahian meeting with the
Speakeer of the Tragi Parliament

# Dr Armie Abdollahisn meeting with the
Prezsident of Syria

® Meeting between the Foreign IWinisters of
Iran and Syria

® Talks between the Irantan and
Turkizh foreign ministers on the
sidelines of a regional meeting in
support of Irag
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® Iratian and Kuwaiti foreign ministers
meeting on the sidelines of a regional
meeting in support of Trag

2021j03]1
# Telephone comvversation between the
Foreton Ministers of Tran and France

& Telephone conrversation betoeen the
Minister of Foretzn Affairs of Armenia and
D, Amir-Abdollahian

= Telephone conversation betoveen the
Foreign Ministers of Tran and India

= Dr Amic-Abdollahian meeting with the
Pritne Minister of the UAE

# Telephone comvversation between the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of Arerbaijan and Dr Amir-Abdollahian

® Croatian Foreign Minister calling Dr Asur-
Abdoliahian

20210912

& Manrtarian Foreizn Minister's telephone
comversation with D Amir- Abdolighian

= Serbian Foreign Minister’s telephone
comversation with Dr Amic Abdollahisn

® German Foreign Minister's telephone
comversation with D Amir- Abdollzhian

& Foreren Ministers of the Tslamic Republic
of Iran znd Austria telephone converzation
and exchangins views

2021j0943
® Telephone conversation between the
Foreign Ministers of Iran and China

= Former [ ebanese Foreign Minister
Gibran Bazil's telephone conversation
with Dr. Amir-Abdoliahian

& Telephone conversation between Dg.
Abdullah, former Chairman of the
Afghan High Peace Couacil, and Dr.

Amir-Abdollahian

= Telephone conversation between Ismail
Haniyeh and the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic Fepublic of Iran

® Telephone conversation between
the Foreign Ministers of the Islamic
Eepublic of Iran and the Islamic
Eepublic of Pakistan

2021j09(7

;
;
;
g
-
;

® Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
comversation with former Afohan President
Hatnid Karzai

2021j0ala

# Telephone conversation between the
foreign ministers of Iran and Irag

zijoolo

& Dr Amir- Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Secretary-General of
the Uited Nations

al

® Telephone conversation between the
foreion ministers of [ran and Russia

¢ Telephone converzation between the Datch
Foreign Minister and D Amir-Abdollahian

® Iramian and Qatari foreion menisters
thesting in Tehran

& Participating in the virtual meeting of
the foreizn nunisters of six neighborng
coustries of Afehanistan

® UJAE Foreign Mirsster telephone
commversation with Dr, Amir- Abdoliahnan

# British Foreion Secretary Dominic Robb's
telephone conversation with Dr. Amir-
Abdellahizn

& Speech by the Minister of Foreign Affairs
at the Virtual Meeting on the Humanitarian
Situation in Afzhanistan

® D Armur-Abdollahian attending
Cheadrilateral meeting of Foreion Minssters
of Iran, Bussia, China and Palistan in
Tajikistan

® Irarian and Clinese Foreton Ministers

i i Tk

® Iramdan and Belamisian Foreign Ministers
meeting in Tajikistan

® Iranian and Pakistarnd Foreign mirdsters
meeting in Tajikistan

® Tratian and Bussian Foreign Ministers
meeting in Tajilristan

® Iraman and Indizn Foreign Ministers

i it Tagik
2021jo}18
e Dy Amic-Ahdollahian mesting with the



Nhnister of Foreign Affairs of Tajilistan

® Dy Armir-Abdollahian meeting with the
(German Foreign Minister on the sidelines
of the TN General Assembly

® D Amir-Abdollahian meeting with the
Fitnizh Foreign Mitvster on the sidelines of
the UN General Azsembly

® Dr Amir-Abdollabian meeting with
Vietnam’s Foreign Minister on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly

= Dr. Amir-Abdollahian meeting with the
Minister of Foreizn Affairs of Tuxembourg
on the sidelines of the UIN General
Azzembly

# Dy Armir- Abdollahian meeting with Indian
Foreign Minister on the sidelines of the TN
General Aszembly

& Dr Anur-Abdollahizn meeting with the
TN High Commizzioner for Refiigess

B
Fdl Nat Pl

® D Armir- Abdollahian meeting with the
High Representative of the Furopean
Uuon for Foreign Affans

® Dy Arir-Abdollahian meeting with the
Austrian Foretzn Minister on the sidelines
of the UIN General Assembly

® Dr Amir-Abdollahian meeting with the
Croatian Foreign Minister on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly

® D Amur-Abdollabian meeting with the
Swrizs Foreign Minister on the sidelines of
the TN General Assembly

& Dr Anur-Abdollahian meeting with Botish
Feteign Secretary Elizabeth Temrace on the
stdelines of the TN General Aszsembly

® Dr Amir-Abdollabdan meeting with Syrian
Fereizn Minister on the sidelines of the TIN
General Assembly

= Dr. Amir-Abdollahian meeting with
Venemielan Foreion Minister on the
sidelines of the TN General Azsembly

® Dy Amir-Abdollahian meeting with
Belamsian Foreign Minister on the
sidelines of the UN General Assembly

® Dr. Amir-Abdollshian meeting with the
Minizter of Foreign Affairs of Ireland

= Dr. Amir-Abdollahian meeting with the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spain

September 2021

# Dy Amir-Abdollabisn meeting with the
Mhnister of Foretgn Affairs of Denmark

® Dr. Amir Abdollabian meeting with the
Minister of Eoretzn Affairs of Haly

# Dr Amir-Abdollabaan meeting with the
Ilimizter of Foreign Affairs of Nigeria

& Dr. Amic Abdollahisn meeting with the
Minister of Foreton Affairs of Hungary

# Dr Amic- Abdollahsn meeting with the
Minister of Foreign Affirs of Turkey

® Foreign Minister meeting with the
Chairman of the International Committes
of the Fed Cross

# Foreign Minister meeting with Iragi
President

& Dr. Amic Abdollahian meeting with the
Mimister of Foretgn Affairs of Namibia

# Dr. Amir Abdullayan meeting with the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kyrgyzstan

ralr IE P"j-'

# Dr. Amir-Abdollabian mesting with the
Mvimister of Foretgn Affairs of South Affica

® Dr Arir-Abdollabdan meetmg with the
UIN Special Representative for Syria

# Dr Amir-Abdollabian meeting with the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Portugal

® Dr. Amir-Abdollahian meets with the
Cuban Foreign Minister

# Dr Amic- Abdollahsn meeting with the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ivory Coast

# Dr. Amir-Abdollahian mesting with the
Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs

® Dr. Arir-Abdollabdan meetmg with the
Nhinister of Foretgn Affairs of Indonesia

® Dr Amir Abdollabian meeting with the
Minister of Foreizn Affairs of Ammenia

® The Minister of Foreipn Affairs meeting
with the Minster of Foreign Affairs of
Sthgapore

# Dr. Amir-Abdollahian meeting with the
Prezident of the General Azszembly and the
Secretary-General of the United Nations

# The Foretgn Mindster of Iran meeting with
the Foreizn Minister of Wicaragua

® The Minister of Foreipn Affains meeting

iy

DOPO Td 1




L. fpp - moly
I RO T

i
i

with the Minizter of Foreipn Affairs of the
Eepublic of Azerbaijan

= The Mimster of Foreign Affairs meefing
with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Serbia

& Dr. Amir-Abdollaltian s meeting with the
media and senior researchers of American
think tanis

= Dr. Amir- Abdollahian meeting with the
Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs

= Dr Amic-Abdollahian meeting with the
Minister of Foreign A ffaies of France

2021j09426
® Dr Amir- Abdollahian mesting with the
Minister of Foretgn Affsies of Traq

& Dr. Amir-Abdollahian meeting with the
Minister of Foretzn Affairs of Algena

® Bulzarian Foreton Minister calling Dr.
Amir-Abdollahian

® The Foreign Mirssters of Iran and South
Eorea maling a telephone conversation

= Meeting between the new Head of
the UNICEF Orffice with Dr. Amir-
Abdollahizn

# UN Resident Coordinator meeting with Dir
Amir-Abdollahian

20211003

& The Foreipn Mitdsters of Tran and South
EKorea making a telephone

202111004

® Dr. Amir- Abdollahians telephone

comversation with the Venemuelan Foreizn
Minister

= Dr. Amic- Abdollahian’s telephone
corrversation with the Minister of Foreion
Affanrs of Oman

& Mieeting betweets The Foreign Ministers of
Iran and Amenia

202111017
® Dr. Amir-Abdollahisn mesting with the
Prirne Minister of Lebanon

& Dr. Amir- Abdollahian meeting with
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representatives of Palestinian resistance
groups

# Dr Amir-Abdollahian meetine with Zinrad
al-Nakhalsh and a group of leadsrs of the
Palestinian [slamic Jihad movement

® D Amir-Abdollalian meeting with the
head of foreign relations of the Hamas
Movement

o Dr. Amic-Abdollahian meeting with the
Speaker of the Lebanese Parliament

® Dr. Amir-Abdollalian meeting with the
Preaident of Lebanon

e D Amic-Ahdollahian mesting with the
Mimster of Foreipn Affairs of Russia

& Dr Amir-Abdollahian meeting with
provuinent Lebanese personalities

® Meeting betwesn the Foreign MWimisters of
Iran and Lebanon

® D Amac-Abdollahian meeting with the
Secretary General of Hezhotlah in Lebanon

# D Amir-Abdollahian meeting with the
202111010
# NBC mterview with Dr Amir-Abdollatian

2021110111

# Telephone converzation between the
foreion ministers of Iran and Jordan

® Foreign Minister’s virtnal comversation
with a grovp of Iratians lving i the
United States and Canada

® Telephone conversation betoreen the
foreign ministers of Iran and Scuth Africa

# Telephone conversation between D Amir-

Abdollahizn and the Mimster of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan

® D Amir-Abdollahian meeting with the
Speaker of the Swiss National Assembly

& Telephone conversation between the
Foreign Mindsters of Tran and the Ruossian
Federation

202111014

# Dr Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone



conversation with Chinese Foreign
i

202111016
® Meeting between the Secretary General of
the Anstrizn Mistry of Foreion Affairs

and Dr. Anur-Abdollahian

202110118

® Dy Amir-Abdollahian'z telephone
comversation with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations

® Telephone conversation between the
Foreizn Ministers of Tran and Palistan

® Meeting between the Foreion Ministers of
Iran and Venemela

® Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
converzation with the Secretary General
of the Organization of the Islamc
Cooperation

2021}10}19

® Telephone conversation between the
foreign nunisters of Iran and Oman

® Telephone comversation between the
foreign nimisters of Iran and Clatar

2021110121
® Telephone comersation between the
Fereign Ministers of Iran and Turkey

® Telephone conversation between the
Fereizn Ministers of Tran and Indonesia

2021}10§23]

® Telephone comversation between the
Fereizn Ministers of Iran and the Republic
of Azerbatjan

® Meeting between the new Secretary
(General of the Econcmic Cooperation
Orgamization (ECO) and Dr. Ammir-
Abdollahian

r’alr's}iEE

& Meeting between Iraaan and Tajik Foreign
Ninisters

® Telephone conversation between the
Foreizn Ministers of Iran and Belams

® Meeting betwreen Dr. Amir-Abdollahian
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Turkmenistan

202110027

= Holding the second meeting among foreizn
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ministers of Afohanistan’s neighboring
coumiries in Tebran

# hieeting between Irantan and Uzhele
Foreign Ivlinisters

20211114

® Trani Foreign Minister calling Dir Amir-
Abdollahian

® Svrian Foreign Minister's telephone
conversation with Dr. Amir-Abdollahian

2021116

® Telephone conversation between the
foreizn mindsters of Iran and Pussia

# Telephone converzation between the
Foreizn Ministers of Tran and China

& Telephone corversation between the
Foretgn Ministers of Tran and the Republic
of Azerbaijan

20211117

® Dy Amir-Abdollahizn’s telephone call with
the Iraqi Mimster of Foreign Affairz

11}8
» Dr. Amir-Abdolihian’s

conversation with British Foretgn Secretary
Liz Terrace

i

2021111}9
® Telephone cotvversation between the
Foreign Ministers of Tran and France

= Telephone conversation between the
Foreign Iiinisters of Tran and Germany

2021h1[11
# Telephone corrversation between the
foreien mitdsters of Iran and Algeria

# Telephone conversation between the
Foreign Ministers of Iran and the United
Arab Emirates

2021 1)1 5|

# Telephone converzation between the
foreion ministers of Iran and Algeria

2021H11]18

® Telephone cotvversation between the
Foreign Ministers of Tran and Poland

= Syrian Foreizn Minister telephone
conversation with D Hussein Amir-
Abdollahizn
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® Meeting betweety Shahin Mustafaen,
Deputy Prume Mindster of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, and Dr Amir Abdullahyvan

= Lavrentyey, Special Representative of the
Enssian President for Syria meeting with

D Amir-Abdollahizan

202111123
# Telephone comvversation between the
foreign mirndsters of Iran and Thailand

= Dy Amir- Abdollabian’s telephone
comversation with the Swiss Foreign
Mnister

2021]11[24
# Telephone conversation betveen the
Foreign Ministers of Tran and Arvienia

= Haolding the fourth consultation Meeting
between the Foreizn Ministers of Tran and
China

202111[25

® Meeting between the Director General of
the International Atomic Energy Agency
and Dr. Amir-Abdollahian

# Telephone conversation betveen the
Foreign Ministers of Tran and Tudomenistan

202111 1]26

= D Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Malaysian Minister
of Foreign Affairs

& Dy Amir- Abdollabian’s telephone
comversation with the ETT foreign policy
chief

202111127

® Iieeting between Dr. Amir-Abdollahizn
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs ofthe
Eepublic of Azerbaijan

® Meeting between Iranian and Uzbele
Foreign MMinisters

2021}11]28

® First Deputy Minister of Foreipn Affaies
Abdullafryan

2021}11]29

® Dr. Amir- Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations
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» Telephone converzation between the
Foreign Ministers of Tran and the United
Arab Emirates

& Meating between the Deputy Foreion

hindster of the Fussian Federation and Dir
Amir-Abdollahian

# Talks between the Foreign Ministers of Tran
and Tajikistan

202141211)
o Zimbabwean Deputy Foreign Winister
meeting with Dir._ Anvir-Abdollahian

¢ Telephone converzation between the
foreion ministers of [ran and Jagan

20211243

® Telephone converzation between Dr.
Awmie Abdellahian and the EU High
Bepresentative for Foreion Affairs and
Security Policy

2021
® Kh"rg"z Vice President meeting with Dr.
Amir Abdnllayan

o Meeting betiween the Foreizn MWinisters of
Tran and Syria

202111249

# Telephone converzation between D Amir-
Abdollahizn and EU High Bepresentative
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy

2021112113

& Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
copversation with the Minister of Foreizn
Affairs of Tufkmenistan

® Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
comversation with the Minister of Foreizn
Affairs of the Russian Federation

¢ Dr Amir-Abdollahian’s telephome
corversation with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Ciman

# Dr. Amir-Abdollahian attending the 17th
Extracrdinary Meeting among the OIC
Foreign Mindstars in Paloistan

2021}12014
o Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone

comversation with the head of the politieal
burean of the Hamas Islamic Besistance



Movement

2021}12415

® Dy Arir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations

2021}12{16

® Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
converzation with the Chitese Foreign
Winister

& Meeting between the Foreion Ministers of
Tran and Hungany

202111219

® Dy Amir-Abdollabian’s telephone
conversation with the Chinese Foreign
i

& Talks between Dy, Amire Abdollahian and
the Commander of the Palriztan Arnry

# Meeting betwreen the Foreion Ministers of
Iran and Kurwast

& Meeting between the Foreion Ministers of
Iran and Palestine

® Meeting between Dr Amir- Abdollahian
and the Secretary General of Organization
of the Islamic Cooperation

® Meeting between Iranian and Sierra
Lectean Foreign Ministers

® Meeting between the International
Committee of the Bed Cross and Dr Anur-
Abdollahian

® Dy Armir-Abdollahian meeting with the
Prime Mirnsster of Palistan

® Meeting between the Foreion Ministers of
Tran and the Fepublic of Azsrbaijan

® Meeting betwreen the Foreion Ministers of
Tran and Todey

® Meeting between the Foreion Ministers of
Iran and Jordan

® TN High Cormazsioner for Refigess
meeting with Dt Amic Abdollahian

2021112422

® Dr Amir-Abdollahian meeting with
Iranians living in the Republic of
Azerbaijan

® Meeting between Dr Amir-Abdollahian
and the Speaker of the National Assembly
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of the Republic of Azerbaijan

2021H 224

® Meeting between Dr. Amic-Abdollahian
and the Mimster of Foreign Affairs of Trag

& Oman Deputy Foreign Minister meeting
with Dr. Amir-Abdollahian
2022{01)2

= Telephone conversation between the
foreion ministers of Iran and Oman

# Telephone corversation between the
Fereign Mnisters of Tran and Norway

# Telephone conversation between foreign
mindzters of Iran and India

® Miesting between Dr. Amir Abdolizhian
and the Special Representative of the
Prezident of Turkomenistan

Flirr. iy|c
——— =

& Meeting between Maphi Amir Khan
Diottagi, Acting Minister of Foreion Affairs
of Afghaniztan. and Dr. Amir-Abdcllzhian

# The attendance of Dr. Amir-Abdollahian
at a symposium held by Iranians living in
Muacat

# Dr Amir-Abdollabaan meeting with the
senior tegotiator of the Yemeni MNational
Sabation Governament

& Meeting betiween Dr. Amir- Abdeilahian
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Eingdom of Omar

® Dr. Amir- Abdollabian meeting with Fahd
bin Mahmoud, Deputy Sultan of Oman
202201]11)

# Hamss political bureav chief meeting with
Dr. Amir-Abdollzhian

& Dr. Amic Abdollahisn meeting with the
Dfinizter of Foreizn Affairs of Qatar

# Dr Amic- Abdollahisn meeting with Shedbh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani Emir of' the
State of Qatar

20220112
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= Telephone conversation betoveen the
foreign minsters of Iran and Kazabhstan

= Meeting between the Foreizn Ministers of
Iran and China

® Meeting between the TN Special
Eepresentative for Syria and Dr. Anur-
Abdollahian

® Dr. Amir- Abdollahians telephone
comversation with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation

20220118

= Telephone conversation betoveen the
Foreign Ministers of Tran and the Republic
of Wiger

® Meeting between the Foreizn Ministers
of the Islanc Fepublic of Irar and the
Enssian Federation

& Meeting between the Chairman of the
International Affairs Committes of the
Enssian State Duma and D Amir-
Abdoilahian

p——— ——
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& Phone conversation between the presidests
of Iran and Bussia

® Meeting bebween the Foreign Ministers of
Tran and Qatar

PlIPs.: g s

® Meeting between the Foreizn Ministers of
Tran and Togo

= Dr. Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Minister of Foreizn
Affairs of Nicaragna

# Telephone comvversation between the
Feretgn Ministers of Tran and the Republic
of Azerhatjan

® Dr. Amir- Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations

FdlpFa: x| Fa
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= Telephone conversafion betoeen the
presidents of Iran znd France
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# Telephone conversation between the
Foreign Mindsters of Tran and India

3 % Yl
202240201

& Telephone conversation between the
Foreign Mindsters of Tran and Auvstralia

T e
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® Telephone conversation between the
foreizn ministers of Tran and the UAE

o Dr Amir-Abdollaluan’s telephone
comversation with the Secretary General of
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation

® Telephone converzation between the
foreign ministers of [ran and Irag

# Telephone conversation between the
foreign ministers of Iran and Japan

® Telephone conversation between Dr. Armir-
Abdollahian and ELT High Bepresentative
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy

» Telephone converzation between the

Prezident of the Tzlamic Bepublic of Iran
and the Prime Mindister of Trag

® Meating betivean the Minister of Foreizn
Affairs of Finland and the President of the
Lzlamic Republic of Iran

® Phone comversation between the presidents
of Tran and Turkey

o Meeting betiween the Foreizn Ministers of
Iran and Findand

® Meeting between the President of the
United Nations Asia-Pacific Regional
Center with Dr. Anur-Abdollahian

® Dr Amir-Abdollahian’s telephore
comversation with the Chinese Foreign
Whnister

» Telephone converzation between the
foreton ministers of Iran and Russia

# Meeting between the Presidents of Tran and
EussiaForeign Minister

e p—— 1
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® Meeting between the Ministers of Foreizn
Affans of Iran and Mal

® Meeting between the Foreion Ministers of
Iran and Ireland

® Insh Foreign Minister mesting with the
President of the [slamic Republic of Tran

® Dy Amir-Abdollahian'z telephone
comversation with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation

® Telephone conversation between De
Amir-Abdollatian and the 17 High
Bepresentative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy

T
Pl . Inl"dl—.

® Dy Amir-Abdollahian’z telephone
comverzation with British Foreign Secretary
Liz Termace

P
Fdl . lF.m

® Telephone conversation between the
Foreizn Ministers of Tran and Ulraine

® The attendance of Dr. Anmur-Abdollahian
at the 38th zewsinn of the Munich Secunty
Conferetice

& Meeting between Dr. Asmir- Abdollahian
and the Mirister of Foretgn Affars of
Belgizm

e Dr. Amir-Abdollshian meeting with the
President of Slovenia

® Meeting between Dr Amir-Abdollahian
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Bosnda and Herzegovina

& Meeting between Dr. Amir- Abdollahian
and the head of the Iragi Eurdistan Fegion

® Meeting between Dr Amir- Abdollahian

and the Austrian Minister of Foreign
Affairs

® Meeting between Dr Amir-Abdollahian
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Trag

® Meeting befwieen the Minister of Foreizn
Affsirs and the Minister of Foretgn Affairs
of Ttaly

» Dr. Ami-Abdollahian meeting with the
Swedish Foreign Minister

February 2022

& Meeting between Dt Amir- Abdollahizn
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Netherlands

# Nezeting between Dt Amir- Abdoliahian
and the Mirdster of Foreign Affairs of Tndia

® Dr Amir Abdollabian meeting with the
Minister of Eoretzn Affairs of Qatar

# Ileeting between Dr Amir-Abdollahtan
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Gemmatyy

# Dr. Amir-Abdollahian mesting with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations

# Meeting between the Foreion Ministers of
Iran and Anstna

® Dr Amir Abdollabian meeting with the
Minister of Foreizn Affairs of Ammenia

# Ileeting between Dr Amir-Abdollahtan
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ttaly

& Meeting between Dt Amir- Abdollahizn
and the Mimster of Foreign Affairs of
Belgmim

# NMeeting between Dt Amic- Abdoliahian
and the Mirdster of Foreipn Affairs of
Spain

# Dr Amir-Abdollabian meeting with the
Norwegian Foreign Minister

& Meeting between Dr. Amir- Abdollahizn
and the Mimnster of Foreign Affairs of
Ceroatia

® Dr Arir-Abdollatdan meetng with the
Prime Mimster of Tebanon

® Ilesting between the President of the

Izlamic Republic of Iran and the Prime
Nimister of Trinedad and Tobago

& Meeting behaeen the President of the
Islammc Republic of Tran and the President of

# Mzeting hetween the Presidest of the [slamic
Bepublic of Tran and the Erir of Qatar

® Ivieeting between the President of the
Izlarmic Repabdic of Tran and the President of
Mozambique

& Meeting between the Foreign Ministers of
Iran and Qatar

iy
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® Oman Foreign hMinster meeting with the
President of the Islamic Republic of Tran

® Meeting between the Foreipn Ministers of
Iran and Oman

@ Meeting betiween the Secretary General of
the Imtemational Conference in Support
of the Palestiman Intifada and Dr. Anur-
Abdollakian

® Meeting betiveen the Foreipn Mimisters of
Iran and Cman

® Dr Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with Britizh Forein Secretary
Liz Terrace

20220225
@ Dr. Avur-Abdollahian’s telephons

conversation with the Slovek Foreign
Mimister

= Dr Amir-Abdollahian’s telephona
conversation with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Busstan Federation

& Dr Amir-Abkdollzhian’s telephone
conversation with the Himparian Foreign
Minister

2022 E E
® Telephone conversation between D Awmir-

Abdellahian and the EU High Representative
for Foreign Affars and Secunsty Policy

r': I Fara | :.- Fi.

® Dr Amir-Abdollshian mesting with the head
of the Syran National Security Office

L B ]
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@ Dr Amur-Abdollahan’s telephone
conversation with the Chiness Foreign
Minizter

® Telephons conversation between the foreign
minizters of Iran and Catar

= Dr Amir-Abdollahian’s telephona
conversation with the Prezident of the
Intemational Committes of the Bad Cross

Lo o e ]
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@ Telephone comversation betiveen the Foreign
Mimisters of Iran and Irelandr

& Telephone conversation between Dr. Amir-
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Abdollzhizn and EU High Reprezentative for
Forzign Affairs and Secomity Policy

& Meeting between D Amir-Abdollahian and
the Dhrector General of the Internationzl
Atowne Energy Agency

& Dr Am-Abdollahian’s telephone

comversation with the Turkash Forsign
Mimister

# Telephone conversation betwesn the forsign
minizters of Iran and Fussia

r—- =y
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o Telephone conversation betwesn Dr. Amir-
Abdollahian and the Minister of Foreizn
Affairs of the Republic of Azerhaijan

® Telephone comversation betwesn Dr. Amir-
Ahbdollahisn and the ETT High Representative
for Foreign Affairz and Security Policy

® Dr Amur-Abdollahian’s telephone
converzation with the Polish Foreizn
Manister

2022403412
® (Jatan Foreipn Minister telepkone
conversation with Dr Amir-Abdollahian

o Dr Amir-Ahdoliahian’s telephone

comversation with the Pakastam Foreipn
Mmizster

# Dr Amnr-Abdollahian’s telephone
conversation with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Ulmaine

® Telephone conversation betovesn the foreign
mmisters of Iran and Ciman

® Meating between the Foreign Ministers of
Iran and the Pussian Federation

& Dr Am-Abdollahian’s telephone

comversation with the British Foreign
Secrefary

® Dr Amir-Abdollahian’s telephone
converzation with the Chinese Foreign
Mnizter



Two days at the beating
‘heart of Russia

a two-day visit to Moscow; from the
meeting between the President Raisi and
President Putin to meeting the Russian
entrepreneurs
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Hadi A :
Memberaof the Editorial Boand

FPresidet of the Inlamic Republic of
Jranin Bz two-day visit fo Russia
hod o meeting with My Vladimir
FPutin, FPresidemt of the Russian
Federation Delivering a spesch at
the Rusria Stafe Dumea and talking fo
the Russian economic qrilvisis weare
another parts gf the busy scliedide of
Presidat Raeisi fo Russia

>Iran-Russia excellent relations
on strategic course

During  this visit  President
Faizt had an imtenzive schedule
mcluding meeting with President
Putin, addressing the Duma and
attending a gathering of Rossian
entreprencurs.  Avatollah = Raisi
was accompanied by the MMinister
of Foreign Affairs. Minister of
Economic Affasirz and Finance,
Minizter of Petrolewm, and Chief
of Staff of the Office of President.
Beferring to the influential role Tran
and Fussia as two big powers in
the region and the world, President
Baix zaid during his visit and in
hiz meetings with President Putin:
"there are no limitations for our
developtient -of relations with
Fuzzia, and the excellent relations
between Tehran and Moscow are
not only at a strategic level at
the motment but they will also be
upgraded. Emphasizine that Iran's
cooperation  with  independent
governments i3 expanding regardless
of international developments,
President Fais said that the fight
against terrorism and organized dmg
trafficking are among the pillars
of joint cooperation with Fussia
adding: "the successfal experience
of cooperation against terrorism in
Syria can be iterated in the Cavcasus
and Afghanistan.  Ayatollsh Raisi
zaid that the cnly way to achieve
lasting stability and security in

President
Raeisiin his
meeting with
President
Putin
referred to
the effective
roles lranand
Russiaas
two regional
and global
powers and
stated that
there are no
restrictions
forthe two
countries

to promote
our bilateral
relations

Afghanistan iz to form an inclosive
govermment composed of all ethnic
groups . He emphasized to hiz
Buzsian counterpart that, "We have
stood against the United States for
the last 40 vears in the same way
that vou have "
President Raisi hailedthe cooperation
between Iran and Pussia against
terronism in Syria az a successfidl
experience. He emiphasized that
the terrtorial mtegrity of Syria
should be mamntained and respected,
adding that " the full soversiznty
of the central government over the
entire territory and the mternational
borders of Syria is the only solution
for establishing security and that the
vigious circle of replacing oceuplers
with terrorists and vice versa must
be stopped.

In this meeting, the two sides
streszed that the principal problem
it the world i3 departure from
spirituality

>Iran seels "maximum
engagement”’ with the world one
the basis of a "civilized global
society™

During the course of hiz visit to
Fuszzian, President BEaisi addressed
the Russian Duma He emphasized
that the Islamic Republic of Iran
seeks  "mawimmun  engagement”
with all countries m the world,
particolarly with itz neighbors and



allies, adding that "the purpose and foundation of this
cooperation and engagement iy the reciprocal interests
of the two nations and inereasingly shaping a "eivilized
global zociety "
President Baisi reiterated that "the excellent geographic
position of the Iramian temitory, particularly the
Intermational North-South Transit Comidor can facilitate
and reduce the costs of trade from India to Ruossta and
Euvrope. Making the relations sustainable and beneficial
requires  that Iran-Russia cooperation also  cover
scientific, zocial cultural, and media spheres and we are
ready to maximally expand sustainable and long-term
relations with Fossia."

> To prevent the hegemony of alien cultures,
Iranian and Russian experts must offer a model of
“interactive and constructive pursuit of identity™
Inn the next part of his visit to Moseow, President Baisi
met with the academicians of the National University of
Moscow. He reiterated that we are in a crucial moment
in the relations between the two countries, adding that
"University professors, thinkers and research and stdy
centers of the two countries are expected to play their
important and histerical role in this regard zo that the two
neighboning countries of Iran and Eunssia Inve in welfare
and prosper by maximizing enzagement and cooperation
in different scientific, cultoral and economic areas."

At the end of this meeting, Ayatollah Bais was awarded
an honerary doctorate by the National University of
Moscow:.

> "Comprehensive Plan for Cooperation between
Iran and Russia" is finalized

Inn yet another part of his visit to Moscow, and during
his meeting with Russian entrepreneurs, President Raizi
amnoonced the finalization of a comprehensive plan

for cooperation between Iran and
Brszia, adding that: "the presidents
cfTran and Bunssia share close stances
and numerous conmonalities in this
respect.”

Before the president's speech in
the mesting. 2 number of Russdan
entreprencurs  and  businessmen
shared their perspective on the
removal of the impediments to the
expansion of trade relations betweesn
the two countries.

In this two-day wvisit, in addition
to giving an interview to the
Rupssia Today TV chamnel the
president attended meetings  with
the chairperson of the Council of
Muslims of Bossia, the worshipers at
the Moscow Cathedral Moszgue and
Iramian fammlies resading in Russia,
Short as it was, it seems the st of
the president of the Istamic Republic
of Iran at the offfcial invitation of
his Fussian covnterpart appears to
have had crocial and significant
achievement including the setting
of a %10 billion target for the
expansion of economic relations
and trade between the two countries,
activating the International MNorth—
South Traneport Corridor which
will constderably shorten the route
of transit of goods from Pussia
and other countries located north
of Iran to the southern areas, as
well as in the fields of defenze and

aerospace €1
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[RAQ

At this section, in each volume, the Diplomat Jowrnal introduces foreign missions in
cooperation with the relevant embassy in Tehran In this volume, the “Republic of
Trag” is ntroduced

Q

Official T anguages: Capital and
Arabic, Kurdish Largest City
Baghdad
Cy oy Population:
Iraqi dinar (TQD) 41 million
GDP (PFP) / | Felizion:
$733 billion / R Izlam (official)
%698 Muslims
%81 Christians
%81 others
111}
R,
Oil Reserves Areq Government
147 billion 438,317 Em2 Federal
barrels Parliamentary

Republic
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POLITICS OR HISTORY?

The important role they play in linking Iran and Iraq

The stratepic and geo-strategic position of Irapt and Irag which connscis the main sast awnd
wart fransperiation routes together, in addition to the high Ineman resowrces capacitier in both
courrrias coad af the same time the huge recerves of ensrgy in both cowntries indicate the fact tha
if these two counirier integrate their powers together and adopt joint decizions, no regional or
avar: imernational power would be capable to confront them.

Meisam Beild and AliShamsabadi

Trag Affsirs Fxperis

Iram's and Irag’s strategic and

geopolitical position at the main

tranzportation route of east and west,

iy addition to their high human

capacity az well as the buge energy

reserves of the two countries all
indicate that if theze two great actors svnergize their
powerz and make and implement a joint decizion, no
regional or even international power would be able to
resizt them A real example of this fact can be seen in
the Syrian crisis, in which the Damascus government
survived with the help of Baghdad and Tehran despite
the coordinated financial, media and arms support of
the United States and many other countries in the
regions. This has caosed many countries throughout
hiztery to have a permanent feeling of fear of alliarice
between Irzn and Iraq. Accordingly, enemies who
oppose proximity between Iran and Iraq are constanthy
toving to create Iranophobia in this neighboring country
by resorting to mdsinformation and dizinformation
wnder the code “Iran's influence in Irag™.

Of course, the mutval influence of these two
neighboring countries 13 natural and according to the
lawof international relations, we have been Witnessing
how the developments in Irag have affected its zm
neighbors, and how the policies of its neighboring
countries extend to the heart of Baghdad. The point that
iz constantly repeated by the anti-resistance politicians
regarding Iran’s influence in Irag is m fact due to the
different level of mutual permeability between Iran and
[raq compared to their other neighboring countries. In
other words, the actors who did not have the power to
compete with Iran in expanding their influence in Irag,
are trying to reflect the ties between Iran and Irag in the
form of a “destzbilizing influence™ The gquestion now
iz whether the intense sutual influence of Iran and Irag
on each other stems from the politics of governments
or is it atl organic reality originating from history and



geography.

>Ancieni-Historical Bonds Between Iran and
Irag

The study of history, especially the ancient history
of the two countries, proves how deep the level of
cotnections has been between Iran and Iraq until today.
There 13 no dovlt that relations between Iran and Irag
were established in ancient times with an alliance even
stronger than today. In this repard, the following is
remarkable:

The ancient city of Khorsabad in the province of
Mineveh was one of the first ancient discoveries in Irag,
which iz one of the most tmpressive signs of civilization
n this region. The name of this ancient city iz in fact
Persian. Khors means sun and Abad means village.

Hammurabi Tablet, which can be conzidered as one
of the first legislative documents in humar history and
iz considered as a legal homor for Irag, was discoverad
in the ancient city of Susa in Jran,

The Cyrus Cylinder, the world's first human rights
charter drawn up by the Persian Achzemenid King,
which substantively focuses on the Babylonian region
{located in present Iraq) shows hew the defense of
Jewizh rights became possible with the cooperation of
the people of Babylon

Tag-e-Kazra (Asch of Ctezsiphon) or Eyvan-e-Maden
15 a magnificent architectural masterpiece, which 15 10
fact an engineering structure jointly built by Iranian and
Tragi architects.

Al-Darwazeh Mosque in Basra, which haz an
Iranian name, 5 one of the historical structures which
was constructed by Iranians living in Basra with the
contribution of Iragi experts.

dddThe mosque of Imam Hassan Basti in the ety of
StrafofIran iz one of the existing historical monements
that shows the devotion of the inhabitants of this city to
this great Islamic relipicns leader. Imam Hazzan Basri,
from Basra. The tomb of Imam Hassan Basri is now in
Irag and iz revered by [ranian and Iragi pilzrims.

The Shanashilz i Basra, which are known az the
historical symbels of this provines, carry infact a Persian
meaning. Shanashil iz originated from the Persian word
“Ehahneshin™ literrally meaning “the sitting place of 2
Shah™ or-a “roval palace”. In Baszra, there are several
Shatashils named after Iranian luminaries, for example
Shanashil of Sheikh Jafar Kazemum

>Religions links

Beligion is one of the factors that strengthens the bond
between Iran and Iraq. The factor of religion has lad to
zolidarity between Iranians and Iragis (whether Shias
or Suahiz). A few examples of outstanding religious

figures and places respected by the
two nations are as follows:

Shrine of Imams located in the
two countries: Out of the eleven
martyred Imams, seven are buried
it Iran and Irag. This encourages
the people of Iran and Irag to
travel to each other's countries for
pilgrimage. This inferest iz 3o great
that it atfractz an annual seven
millicn pilgrims between the two
countries before the outbreak of
Covid-19. Meanwhile, in addition
to the shrine of the Infallible Imams,
thouzands of Imamezadehs (tombs
of the suns of Imams) revered by
the people of the two countrie:
spread m Iran and Irag, which form
an attractive destination for Irandan
and Iragi palgrims. For example
the tomb of Sevyed Mohammad in
Samarra and tomb of Hazrat Fatima
Mazoumeh {SA) in Qom.

The tomb of Abdul Qadir Gilani,
a great Suani figure of Iranian
descent, i3 buried in Baghdad. It
should be noted that Gilan iz a
Persian word and the name of a
province in the northeast of Iran

>Great personalities respected
by the two nations

Eeligious and political leaders
are considered as colteral symbolz
of countries who also play an
inportant gole in  consolidating
links and ties between Iran and Irag.

Beligious Scholars: The great
and respected scholars of Iran and
Irag have mainky had a long history
of residence in the territory of
both countries. The late Avatoflah
Shahroudi Haeri (founder of the
Qo Seminary), Ayatollah Javad
Ehamenei (father of the Leader of
the Izslamic Revolution) and Imam
Ehomeini were all born in Najaf
of had lived in thiz city for mamy
years. On the other hand, we zee
that most of the great scholars of
Majaf had Iranian roots. Mirza
Shirazi, Sheikh al-Sharia Isfahani
Yazdi, Ehoei and Sistard are all
surnames of the great scholars of
Majaf in the last one hundred vears,
and their names are given to certain
cities in Iran. Interestingly, all of
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Machrakiya in
Bazra, a Risterical
sywtdal gf this
Lrovince, it in foct
barraired from the
Perzian lawguage. It
ix wrde o the word
“pafacs” in Persiaw
ianguaps. In Basra,
thare ore differant
weashrabas called
qftar differsn:
Iranian figures,
Jor exawmpis Sieikh
Jitr Egzerouni
machradva.

these scholars considered their identities as largely Irag
and have explicitly refused to interfere in Iran's internal
affairs. More interestingly, the sign of these connection
does not exist only amonge the elites or scholars. bat alao
at the level of ordinary people of the two countries;

In Iran, surnames such as Karbalaei Najafi or even
Iragi are quite common As in Irag sumames such as
Sabzevan, Shahrestani, Shiraze Strabadi, Taleghani,
etc (all of which are Persian names) are taken by Iragi
citizens.

The devotion of the two nations to each other's great
scholars is also a special feature of their relationship.
While Tehran haz given the names of several metro
stations, residential towns and 12-kilometer multi-story
highways with the name of Martyr Mohkammad Bager
Sadr, in Irag, there are several educational and cultural
centers named after Imam Khomeini

>Prominent Political Figures

The bond between Iran and Iraq has been so strong
throughout history that we zee the bodies of many
political leaders of the two countries buried in each
other's soil. For example: on the one hand, Amir Kabir
and Raiz Al Delvari, two prominent Iranian national
figures, are buried in Irag. and on the other hand, people
lile Muflah Mustafa Barzami, Sevyed Mohammad
Mehdi Habim Sevyed Mohammad Sabzevari and
Sheilch Jafar al-Hadi who are among the Kurdish and
Shia scholars of Irag, are buried in Iran.

Shetkh MNehm Kazanrani: The

Kasnazani sect has followers in
the Eurdish regions of Iran szome
of whom traveled to Irag in July
2020 to attend the funeral of Sheilth
Wehm, their great scholar The
interesting thing iz that during the
ceremony to commetnorate  this
Iragi religious scholar, the poems of
Attar Neushaboori, the great Iranian
poet, were played.

* Poets and scholars: Fuzuli, Thn
Sina (Avicenna), Zakariz Ram and
many other historical philezophers
and notable people respected by the
Iragi people, were born or lived in
Iran. Accordingly, many historical
atd well-known Iragi personalities
are honored and rezpected in Iran

> Similarities between
Rreligions and Ritual Customs
As part of the similarities of customs
existing between the two couatries,
we can refer to the followings:

Celebration and
On the

Eeligious
Mourning Ceremony:



occazions of religious jov of mourning ceremonies
{such as Ashura or the birth anniversary of the Holy
Prophet of Islam) an idemtical public atmosphere
can be clearly seen in both Iran and Irag. This level
of mmilarity existing between the two countries on
different days of the year, may not be found between
Trag and any other country. In the light of this similar
culture, its recent yvears Iramian and Iragi enlogists and
moumers have jointly praised and given speeches and
sermons it Persian and Arabic. The most important
example of this comimon culture can be zeen in the
tarch and rally of millionz of pecple on Arbaesn (the
40th day of martyrdom of the third Shia Imam Hussein
(AR}, which iz definitely the impact of Iragi cultore on
Irandans,

Nowruz: Nowmmz, which was first declared an
official holiday throughout Iraq in 2022, is one of the
ancient coltural commeonalities of the two nations that
britngs them common joy at the same time,

Qargivan:A long-standing tradition in Irag that
celebrates the nights of Eamadan with the presence of
children and thus makes children happy and socialized
This ceremony iz performed in exactly the same way
as Iragis in the Arab regions of Iran. A simalar tradstion
exists in central regions of Iran, such as the City of
Kashan

> Similarities in Ethnic-Religious Composition

Ethnicity and relizgionarerecognized
as one of the main factors of identity
i West Asia In this context, ethnic
and religion: similarities between
countries have been an important
factor in resolving tensions and
strengthening cooperation.  The
Izlamic Republic of Iran and the
Bepublic of Irag, have significant
similarities in both fields of ethnic
and religion This similarity has
historically led to emergence
of other common amsumptions
between the two mnations. The
Iranians and the Iragis both have a
history of etomity against the Talkfiri
extremists, the Ba'ath regime
of Saddam Hussein, the United
States, the Fionist regime and ISIS
(Daezh). there is no such similarity
between Irag and any other country
Some of these ethnic and relizicus
sitmilarities between Iran and Irag
are a3 follows:

Religious composition: Iran
Irag, Awerbaijan PFepublic and
Bahrain are the only countries in
the world with a majority of Shia
population, This  similarity  has
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led to a great deal of commonality
in the identities of the two nations,
so that both want to strensthen the
convergence and interaction of the
world's Shias for making peace in the
world. Both Iran and Iraq consider
Wahhatism and Talfiriism as an

the Eurds living in Iraq and Iran
the Iraqe Kurds consider themselves
very close to Iranian Kurds to the
extent that today a wide range of
political leaders in the Kuordistan
region of Irag have already lived
it Iran for many vears and are even

existential threat to themselves and = able to speal: Persian.
B both countries strongly support the
g.ff‘:;ﬁ'?s:f;'}m cause of oppressed people (especially Arab people in Iran and the
Which Brings in Lebanon and Palestine). Iraqi Persians: There are millions
Joy 1o the penple of pecple living in southern parts
on the nightt af The Kurdish ethnicity: The | of Iran who are of Arab descent

Romadon Month
aed Relpr chikdran
e Be sociable.

Jt iz dore with

the sawee denaiis
I fram's Arah
rESIdEnT arens

s well and @
nuwtber of similar
VRN are held

in cERfral parts
af the country
ik Eazhan on
oLker Riphis of
holy Month of
Rawadon

Kurds live mainly in Turkey, Iran
Irag and Svria and are considered as
an important factor o strengthening
people-to-pecple  contacts between
these countries. The Izlamic Bepublic
of Iran's approach regarding the
iszue of Koprdish ethoic diversity
has made it easier for Iragi Kurds
to have easier exchanges with their
Drandian counterparts: Also, becauze
of common history existing between

It iz interesting that Iranian Arabs
have the clozest Arabic accent
to. the Iragi people. Moreover,
Iranians have lived in Irag for
many years. According to historical
documents from Irag and the West,
until 2 hundred vearz ago, before
the discriminatory policy of the
Ba'athists. 73% of the population of
Karhala and miost of the popuolation
of Kazematn were [ranians. Alsoin

n
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Fav, from two hendred years ago,
out of 49 neighborhoods, about 22
were Persian or owned by Iranian
Arabs.

Iragi Diazpora in Iran: As a
rezult of the war and diseriminatory
policies against the Iragl Shias by
Saddam Hussein, large gzroups
of Iragis have settled in Iran
There iz now at least ome Iragi
netghborhood in Qom, Mashhad
and Shiraz, and two in Tehran, the
capital of Iran Tast Famadan Iraqge
rezidents lnang in the Diolatabad
netghborhood of Tehran hosted
the biggest [ftar party (with a table

spreading one kilometer!).

> Geographical Neighborhood

In addition to historical and celtural
factors, geography iz ome of the
most important elements for muteal

wnity of the countries. Tt can be clearly
zaid that if there was no geographical
linlk between Iran and Irag, then this
level of convergence would have never
occurred between them Interestingly,
the geographical sination of Irag and
Iran iz very unique.

The Longest Common Border
Line Between the two countries:
The length of the border between Iran
and Irag i about 1400 kilometers.
This is the longest border line among
their neighbors. Certainly, this long
gecgraphical  connection  makes
cooperation between the two coumntries
inevitable,

Common Rivers: Some of the
sources of the Tigrizs Biver in Irag
come directly or indirectly from Ian
It 1= matural that thas fact will cause
the two countries to have continuous
cooperation and synergy i order to

Itis often
- s.aid that
{if there
WEFe no
. geographical
linka
hetween
Iran and Irag,
itwould not

this level of
integration
hetween
them.ltis
interesting
that even
from this
perspective,
Iran's and
Cirag's

| positions
are mutually
significant.
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deal with erizis such as dost storms and the drought,
becavse under such conditions, having a one-sided
attitude cannot help to sclve enviretimental crises.

# Conclusion

In the field of historical cubtural, refigions and
geographical commonalities between the fwo countries
as mentioned above, deep cooperation has been formed
between the two governments of Iran and Irag, which 1s
particularly very evident in the political-security fields.
This level of connection snd mutual influence bebween
Iran and Iraq cannot be seen among cther countries. In
other words, Irag i3 the only country in the world which
has the most commenalities with Iran.

Influenced by this fact the two nations
have been able to repister common achievements
for themselves and sometimes the whole world
throughout their long history of uwps and downs. For
example the establishment of glorious civilizations
in Kherzabad and Madain: joint support for human
rights in the Babylonian civilization; joint uprising
againzt the assazsing of the third Shia Imam Hussein;
joint stugsle against Saddam: direct confromtation
with US expansionizm and the Fionst regime; defeat
of Daesh terrorism; the great march of Arbaeen are
all evidence of the svnerzy existing between Irah and
Irag throughowt the history which were mostly froitful
projectz. This  deep-rooted bond has abways been
strengthened by zacrificing the blood of Iranian and
[ragi heroes fior their commeon goals and the most recent

examples of whetn are Martyrs Abu
Mahdi al-Mchandes and General
Qazem Soleimani. In this context,
basically cutting off Iran's bonds in
Irag and vice versa means ignoring
the history and geography of the two
countries, which will have no resuft
other than destroving econmomic,
hunan and culteral capitals of the
two countries. In other words, it
should be explicitly stated that
cutting off Iran-Iraq bonds, reguires
the destroction of the history
identity and geography of the two
deep-rooted nations, which 3o
far, no actor in the intermational
refations has been able to do so:
Therefore, despite the poisenous
and widespread propaganda o
destroy the Iragi national image in
Iran and vice verza, it will not be
possible to darken the relationship
between the two countries and on
the contrary, despite the difficulties
and cbstacles and with the spread
and comtinuation of threats agamst
the two nations, the importance
of creating symergv  between
the two nations  will be forther
underztood
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Necessity of establishing closer ties

between Iran and Iraq: an interview with
Iraq Ambassador




Nasir Abdul Mohzen Abdwllah Taki

Ambassador of the Republic of Irag

to Tehram in hiz ierview with the

“Lriplomet Mrgazine ", witile

providing a positive assessment of

bilateral relations  batween  the
Ielamic Republic of Iraw and the Republic of Irag, ftold:
relaiions between the two cownries are at excellent
levels at all fields and they dre imtertwined at peapls fo
people and govermmenmt 1o govermmnert levelr af all
political, trade, ecomomic aid social seciors.

One spring moming, we left for Iraq Embassy near
Valiasr Square in Tehran along with a team from the
Diplome.

Cur appomtment was at 9 in the moming
and His Excellency Mt Abdullah Tald was present in
hiz office. The Embassy staff warmmly gnided s to the
Ambazzador’s room. Upon entering the Ambaszados’s
roor, & large photo frame of Mr Barham Saleh
President of Iraq which stood on the table above the
Ambdssador’s desk attracted our attention
To the right of his desk was a raized Iraqr flag and to
the left of the room was a large showease in which Iragi
handicrafts were carefully arranged
Later, they welcomed us with umgue Arabic cups and
Iragi'coffes.

Ambazsador Abduollak Taki spoke about
hiz different experience in the field of diplomacy and
hiz azsignments in different cities and considered his
aszignment it the city of Mashhad ahd next to the holy
Shrine of Irnam Beza as the most enjovable and believed

that the relztions between Iran and Irag in various
/ L political. soctal, coltural and economic fields
are’ at a high level and that thesz relations
are not limited only to current century. In
fact, the people of the two countries have
had intertwrined relations for thousands of
yearz, especially i cultural fields. But theze
days, the two countries depend cn each other
regarding security issuzes.
What seems important iz that
Iragq Embazsy in Iran iz cne of
the most important

MO 1




embassies of Iraq in the world.
Because Irag is one of the most
important political economic, and
cultural -neighbors of the Islamvic
Bepublic of Iran and is one of its
main allies in the region

Tran's wview of Iraq has always
been zpecial and after the fall of
the Baathizst regume and following
events that tock place in Irag, the
assistance of the Islamic Bepublic
of Iran to Traq led to forther
strengthenine and deepeninz  of
bilateral relations between the two
counfries.

Throushout history, Irag ha: had
the highest and most historical and
cultural commonalities with Iran,
and i the last two decades, while
expanding these comunonalities, it
has increased its economic ties and
trade with Tran

Considering all these i1zsnes and
with regards to the importance of
Iran and Iraqg relations, we decided
to analyze the relations between the
two countries from the perspective
of the Irag’s Ambassador to Iran in
the first izsue of the Diplomat,
Excerpts follow:

A very good morning to yvou
Mr. Ambassador and thank vou
for vour time for this interview.
May I ask vou to tell us more
about yourself Excellency?

B My name is Nasir Abdul Mohsen
Abdullah Taky Tam the Ambassador
of the Republic of Iraq to Ir. - T was
born 10 1961 and I am marned and
have three children. a son and two
daughters. Iy assignment in Iran as
Traq’s ambaszador started in August
2020.

I previously served as the Consul
General of Irag in Mashhad for five
vears, and alzo worked for many
vears as the Director of Department
of Consular Affams at the Muustry
of Foreipn Affairs of Iraq. Prior
to my misstonr in Mashhad, T was
Consul General of the Iragi Embassy
in Belgrade/Serbia. and later on in
Ewwait.

How  important and
necessary de vou consider the
need to further expand relations
between the two countries?

fran-irag
hilateral
relations are
excellent at
alllevels and
indicate their
intertwined
civilizations

B The Iranlrag relationship iz
uteque. It goes back to decades azo.
Both, the Izlamic Republic of Iran
and the Fepublic of Irag have long
history of civilization The relationz
between the two countries and their
civilization go back to thousands of
years. The mutual relations between
the two countries are very good in afl
fields, and these excellent relabions
at the pecple-to-people contact and
govermimental level are rooted in
the political, commercial. economic
and social sectors, and indicate that
these relations are intertwined.

Iran and Irag share about 1,500
kilometers of border The most
commen task of any zmbazsador
and Embassy is to zerve the citizens
of s country. The embassy of Irag
it Iran i3 no exception to thiz mle,
and serving Iraqi citizens living in
Iran is 0 fact owr main duty at the
Iragi embassy. The number of these
Iragi citizens in Iran is very high
and of coursze the level of bilateral
relations between the twe countries
1z alzo very high

How do you find life in Iran
Mr. Ambaszador?

B Life in Iran is enjovable. Thave a
very good relation with my Iranian
brothers in all sectorz particularly
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Iran My colleagues and friends
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Iran are abways trying to male
efforts i osder to facilitate the
affairs of our Iragi citizens residing
inIran

S0, here I would like
to extend my appreciations to all
the responsible awthorities of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Tran
for making efforts to further expand
the bilateral relation: and helping
uz to zolve the problems of Iragi
citizen living in Iran Basically, the
people of Tran are very cultured and
have great sciemtists, thinkers and
philosophers. The Tragi people also
have great scientists and poets, and
that iz why the cultures of the two
countries are very close fo each
other. Even the customs of Iran and
Irag have a lot in common in many
casez. On the other hand many
famous [raman personalities are
alzo famous among the Tragi people,
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such as Omar Khayyam, Saadi and Avicenna, etc.

And other great Iranian gcientists, all of whom
have plobal reputation in poetry, and medical science
ete. For this reazon there iz no difference between the
cultures of the two nations, and therefore Iran and Irag
are two Muslim countries with common cultures.

In addition, after 20035, when the border
between the two countries way opened to the citizens of
both countries, the relations between the people of Iran
and Iraq increazed and the colture of the two countries
became even closer than before and the Irandan pilgrims
who come to Irag can feel this in a tangible way.

Which Iranian food and culture do vou like the

muost?

B Food in Iran and Iraq have a lot in commen but they
may have different names. Although I think: vou would
like to say that Iramian food 13 more deliciovs (langhng).

for example, there are different
tvpes of lranian kebabs in Irag.

Of course, stewed food. as [ said,
may fot have the same names. In
fact the pecple of each country have
their own taste. Basically, countries
lifee Tran Iraq and Torkey have a lot
it common in terms of food trpe
and their food follows a common
principle. Iranian friends also like
the taste of Iragi food when they
come to Irag.

I Do vour children study in
Iranian schools or universities?

B My children are still young and
ve not geached university age.
My eldest child iz my son who




1514 vears old; He studies at Salam School in Tehran
This school covers from the first grade of elementary
school to the twelfth grade and teaches the lessons of the
Eepublic of Irag. My daughters are still very young and
do not go to school.

I Do you have any interesting memories of your
stay in Iran?

BB Life in Mashhad was very enjoyable. When [ was the
Consul General of Irag in this city, in addition to living
tiear the shrine of Imam Feza I had a duty to render
zervices to the Tragi citizens and the pilgrims of Imam
Feza, and this duty became heavier especially doring
the peal of the pilgrimage There are several consulates
in Mashhad from different countries. all of which have
good relations with Irag. Mashhad iz a pilgrimage city
in Iran where many pilgrims from all over the world
go there for pilgrimage. It iz zafe to sav that 100% of
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Iraqi citizens who enter Iran will
definitely vizit Mashhad. Mashhad
iz holy. In recent vears, the mumber
of Iraqgi citizens who have traveled
to Mashhad during the peak of the
pilgrimaze has been about two
million. Of courze, the Covid-19
outhresl: stopped this trend for a
while, and we hope that the situation
will refum to normal. The same has
been the caze with Iranizn pilgrims
to Iraq, and as I =aid, Covid-19
outhreak has overshadowed the
travel of Iranian pilprims to Irag.

Il How did the
martyrdom of General
Soleimani and Abu Mahdi
al-Muohandes affect the Iraqi

news of
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people?

B This news was very painful and
aad not enly for us bt alzo for all
Tragt people. Hay Qazzem Soleimani
and Al-Mahdi Al-Mehandes had in
fact captured the hearts of the Iragi
pecple. The day T heard about their
martyrdom was a very hard and
patful day.

Bazically, evervone
living in Iraq at the time of Daesh,
cannot underztand how painfil
and destructrve were the actions
of Daesh, and only those who
have seen with their own eyes the
conditions of Iraq at that time, can
vnderstand what I mean about
presence of Diaesh in Irag.

Media, televizion news
and social media cannot convey
evervthing. The presence of Daesh
in Irag was very pamful for the
pecple of thiz' coontry because
they were very rebellious and
criminal and in fact did not adhers
to-any religion or ethnicity. For this
feason, all Iragiz had a common
view of Daesh. The people of may
couatry felt and saw with their
own eves the sacrifice and loyalty
of Haj Qassem and Abu Mahdi al-
Muhandes. The Iragi people liked
these two persomalities like their
cwn loved ones. The practical
manifestation of this inferest was
revealed during the funeral of the
twio martyrs. The love and devotion
of the Iragi people to these two
thartyrs are an undeniable fact and
theze two martyrs, despite being
high-ranking commanders, behaved
modestly fowards all people,
including wemen, men children
and adults.

These two martyrs were
in the hearts of the Iragi people,
znd their assassination shocked the
pecple. and 1t was impossible for
many Iragis to believe this. It goes
without sayving that martyrdem is
the pezk of homan dignity and the
highest level of zelfzacrifice and
people like Haj Qaszem Soleimani
and Abu Mehdi al-Nuhandes
wanted to become martvrs.

From the fribune of the
Diplomat, T weuld like to #wvite
Iranian irvestors and businessmen
to ivest in Irag.

As the Ambassador of Irag.

how positive do vou assess the
willingness of the Iranian private
sector to invest in Irag?

B The issue of imvesting m Iraq, like all
countries, 1s regulated by the law

Many Iragi infrastroctures have been
destroved during recent vears and that i3
why all Iragi ambassadors are trying to
attract investors not only from Iran but
alzo from all over the werld to inest in
Iraq. The Republic of Irag needs foreign
ivestment in all fields, and of courze it
must be said that cur Iranian brothers
in Iraq have also succeeded to emter
into investment mariets i Irag and
we always encourage and pursue these
investors to expand their imvestment
in Iragq. The Iranian investors have
active presence ity all the cities in Irag
from north to south and of course our
duty if to facilitate the ground for the
further expanzion of their investment in
all areas in Iraq and in this regard, we
arrange meeting for them with relevant
officials 1n Irag. Of course, the mission
and duty of every ambassador in every
country iz to pmmn::-te the bilateral
relations, and thus from the tribune of
the Diplomat_ Twould like to encourage
and imvite ny Iramian brothers to invest
in Iraq and expand their investment
az much as possible in all areas. OF
course, vou know that investing is
a competitive izsue, and there are
reputable and large Iranian companies
in Irag who are competing with large
global compandes. In addition, the
Tramian brothers have a big advantage
over the others, and that 15 the proximity
of the distance between Iran and Irag
and having a long border betwveen the
two countries. Mamy projects i Irag
have been completed by Iranians and we
hope this trend will continue.

Will vour work at the embassy
increase during a particular time or
season?

B o the past and after 2005, a
Memorandum of Understanding was
zigned between the institutes of Haj and
Pilerimage Crzanization of Iran and the
Tragi Cuolmral Organization According
this Memorandum of TUhderstanding,
this Crpanization amranged for pilgrims to
travel to Irag. Since that time, the mumber
of pilgrims increased and after 2014 and
2015, the borders of the two countries
were opened for pilgrims. The peak of
pilgrimage i those years was durnng
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the Asbasen pilsrimage season
Iratdan citizens went to Irag and
their prezence during the pilerimage
geasons was very significant The
presence of pilgrims during  the
pilgrimage  zeasons i3 maturally
preater and affects owr work as
well. But in the meantime, Arbasen
pilgrimage has a higher rank
Millicns of pilerimages and visits 1o
Iraq have greatly expanded over the
vears and during the special occazions
such az Nowrez, the martyrdom of
Whza tha Jafar, Mabath (the day the
Mohammad (PBUH) was appointed
az 3 prophet), mid-Shaban the nights
of Ghade Eid alFitr, the days of
Arafa, Eid al-Adha and then the days
of hMuhamam and Arbasen Hosseim,
there are approximately 6 to 7 maillion
Irangan pilgrims present in Irag. Of
course, the Covid-19 pandemic has
affected the presence of pilorims
but this iz a global problem and its
wnpact has not only been on the
Arvaeen pilgrims in Iraq. The spread
of Covid-19, especially on the early
dayz and months of the epidemic
crippled tounism around the world,
especially as doctors did aot lnow
nmich about the disease and people
were terrified of leaving their coumtry.

I Which part of Irag do you
recommend for those who want
to travel for the first time?

B Each square meter of Iraqi
territory i3 a place of tourism and
sightzeeing. In addition to that,
Al-Atabat Al-Alivat in various
provinces of Irag are each 2 tourist
attraction. For example, in Najaf
Aszheaf which s the provinee of
Amir al-Muominin Imam Al {AS),
in addition to this holy shrine
there are other shrines as well
as historical sites. In Karbala
province, there iz the holy shrine
of Imam Huszein (AS), Abclfazl
al-Abbas (AS) and many of their
descendants Babel and Hillah
in Iraq are among the hizterical
cities which are world-famous,
and in addition there are many
shrines for the descendants of
Imams in thiz city. Baghdad alzo
houszes the holy tomb of Musa
ibnn Jafar {AS). There are also the
tombs of famous scholars in this
city. Besides, Baghdad was: the
capital of the Abbasids and the

number of historical monuments in
thiz province iz very large. Other
historical cities in Irag inclode
the eity of Samarra, which in
addition to the Al-Askan Shnne,
alsp houses the holy crypt of the
Imam Zaman {AJ). The western
provinces of Irag alzc have various
ancient monuments that  are
spectacular and historical

On the other hand, Prophet Terahim
(PEUH) was born in the southemn
provinces of Irag, and there are
some pristine natural landscapes
and beautiful resorts in that area.
Iran's Kurdistan regicn-is-also very
beautiful, spectacular and famous
i terms of natural landscapes and
climate. Therefore, the diversity of
historical monument: and naturzl
sites it Iraq makes Iraq known as a
coumtry with a collection of historica]
and religions monnments. On the
other hand, ethnic and religious
diversity 15 evident m this country
and people, from Christians, Yazidis,
Zoroastrians,  Kurds, Shizs  and
Sunnizg, live together in harmony. OFf
course, the Islamic Bepublic of Iran
hasz the same conditions i which
different ethnicities live alonzside
each cther in comiplete peace and
tranquility. That 15 why the cultores
of the two nations are very close to
each other, and both countries enjoy
an elevated civilization.

If vou have any final words
for the end of this conversation,
we would be happy to hear
them.

B Iraq has excellent and growing
relations with the neighbor and
brotherly country of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. We alzo cooperate
with Iran ia all fields. Our brothers
it Iran also have comstmctive
cooperation with ws. Belations
with Iran are special and different
from that with other coumtries, [
pray to God that sood relations
between the two countries are
stable and permanent. and I also
wizh security, health and progress
for both nations.

B Thank vou for giving us this
opportunity.

B 1 also thank yvou and wish you
snocess O



RELATIONS ON THE TRACK
OF DEVELOPMENT

Iran and Iraq at the peak of bilateral ties

Traw and Irag enjoy vast bilateral relations ot soclal, economic, cultural, religious and hisorical
levelr and these relations would have beem dgfimitely impacting their political relations
throughout the course of history and af the current fime.

.\\!" Y.

Sabah Zanganeh

Pormer Ambassadorofthe Isdamic
Republic of Iram to the Orgamization of

The Republic of Iraq is an influential

country in West Asia and Middle

East and this influence is visible in

the contemporary developments in

the region (in the twentieth century

az well as the beginning of the 21zt
century).

These influences are evident in Iraq and the
whole region. After leaving the monarchy behind, Irag
became a republican state with geveral governments
coming itto power.

In some periods in the contemporary history,
Irag’s relations with the Islamic Bepublic of Iran have
experienced fluctuations although in other periods,
we Wwitnessed perfect bilateral relations. However,
after the fall of the Arab Socialist Baath Party — Irag
Eegion, we witnessed improvement and boosting of
bilateral relations.

Irag, with a population of about 45 million,
shares long borders with the Islamic Bepublic of Iran:
over 63% of the population in Irag are Shias that can
obviously influence most important strategic relations
with the Izlamic Republic of Iran.

The [slamic Bepublic of Iran has not spared
any efforts to strengthen cooperation with Iraq at afl
timmes. As a member of OPEC, raqg is one of the major
oil exporters and i3 the second largest o1l exporter in
the region after the Kinsdom of Saudi Arabia; Irag
alzo plays an influential role in the OPEC. Therefore,
cooperation between Iran and Iraq in OPEC can lead
to better results for the benefit of the nations of the two
countries,

Holy sites such as Karbala Wajaf Al-
Kazemiyyah, Samarra and other places are ineredibly
respected by and attractive for Iranans, and in this
regard we can see the development of relizious and
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social tourism from Dran to Irag,
and on the other hand religious
sites i Mashhad, Qom and other
Iranian cities are of special interest
to the Iragis.

Of course, for other
groups interested fn mystcizm,
religion and morality, the tombs
of great poets such as Attar
MNeyshaboori, Hafez and Sadi
Shirazi have desp historical and
ideclogical connections. Given
the shared maritime borders in
the Persian Gulf between the two
countries, Iranm and Irag can alzo
expand econontic cooperation.
After the liberation of Irag from
the dictatorial role of the Arab
Socialist Baath Party —Irag Fegion,
various goveminents have taken
steps towards planning to improve
the social and economic situation
in Iraq, which has soffered the
most in three decades. OFf course,
the covilians, the environment the
economic environment and the
infrastructure of Irag have alzo
suffered szeverely during these

vasions, and one of the most
significant responsibilities of the
governments in the mew era is
to rebuild the mins and launch
development programs and create
jobs for Iragi youth, thirfy years
of age and under, who make up a
large part of the total population.
Therefore, m the face of social
demands,  governments need
serious plamning. and that’s why
they need the contribution of other
countries and nations in  their
development and reconstruction
The role that the Izlamic Fepublic
of Iran can play in this fleld, both in
the development of infraztructure
and completing semi-finished
projects, as well as the transfer
of technical and engineering
experiences to the Iragl society 15
invaluable

By playing a decisive
role in the contemporany history of
Iraqg, the top Shia scholars in Najaf
have taken up a more prominent
and serious role in the last two
decadez and have been able o
prevent crises and help bring peace
to the entire community, including
Muoslimsa, Christians, Shiaz,
Suntiz, and the various ethnicities
and races living in Irag at highly
critical political turning points.

In Irag, political parties
help improve new demecratic
atmosphere  even though the
relevant partizan laws still need to
be reviewed, amended and updated.
Having a parliamentary system
contributes to the povernance of
the people over their own political
destiny, The parliament chooses
the president and prime minister
while at the same time plays iz
oversight and legizlative role
properhy

Exporting Iragi oil, from itz

southern and northem regions, 13 one
of the most important demestic issues
i Irag which requires coordination
between the Furdistan Begion a
federal govemorate in Irag and the
central govermment, so that all Iragis
can benefit from these God-given
gift: and help rebuild the country
Irag’s cooperation with different
couhtries can also help develop
relations i the whele region.
Iragi people and parties are taking
efforts to combat varous threats,
among which the most important
13 the threat of Takfin and extrenist
groups such as Daesh. Throush
cooperation.  with  the  Islanuc
Republic of Iran Irag was sble to
destroy the foundations of Daesh
Although traces of some of the
vexations actions taken by Daesh can
gtill be zeen in zome areas, bat the
decision and insistence of the Iragi
people and government to sericusly
cottfront this group. who on the one
hand ‘brought about msecurity and
on the other hand spread cormeption
inn the social and administratiee
structores of Iraq, caused the Iramn
people and sovermiment fo seek to
fight cormption and terrorism.

The Islamic Republic

of Iran hasz contimmed itz efforts to
provide sefvices i various afeas,
including exporting gZas to set up
pover plants as well as exporting
electricity to other parts of Irag.
Theze services will continue until
Iraq iz fully capable to use and
extract gas from i3 territory and
generate electricity.
Furthermore, Iran-Iraq cooperation
in combating insecunty shall yet
continue and these relations will
become more appropriate within the
framework of developing various
relations  and  signing  varous
agreements ]
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POTENTIALS OF THE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

To what extent can the private sector promote the
bilateral relations between Iran and Iraq?

Prosident of the Iran and Irag Joind Chamber of Commerce believes: The Joint Chamber af
Commerce of fram and Jrag can be corsidered ar a big caparity to facilitate trade relations
barwesn the two cowries. Thiz can be realized through promoting bilateral relations betwesn
v and frog trn numerous sectors.

Iran-Irag  relations, given  the
geopolitical,  historical,  economic,
political,  cultural and  secunty
conditions of the two countries at
bilateral level or regionally  and
globally, have been, and will continne
to be a highly strategic relationship.
All these relations, ie. economic, political, security,
cultural and historical relations, are in such a way that
they are completely intertwined, and any positive of
negative incident that occurs in either country will
definitely have a definite and precise effect in the other
coumtry and in the region.
In the global governance architecture, the
West Asia region has long had a primary impact in all
areas; That iz, both in regional wars and in the realm of
economic threats, the West Asia resion and the Iran-Trag
izzue play a very central role today. When this area iz
i the hands of any movement or block, it is definitely
one of the factors of success. There is oot a day that the
West Asia region does not hit the world headlines. Given
the importance of thiz izsue, our diplomacy cannot bt
strengthen the relations between Iran and Irag.
Therefore, the importance of relations between
the two coumtries in various economic, political and
culiural fields iz high But today, economie izsues play
a crucial role m all other areas. At one time, the issue of
Iran-Irag relations was of a security nature (eight vears
of war with many costs and lozses); But due to the type
of relations and the managetnent system that prevailed,
today we do not have a problem with each other
regarding land border issues, and the relations between
the two countries are friendly in all fields.
A priority 0 our relations with Irag today iz economic
deciston-making
If we can regulate our system of economic
relations with a regional and global perspective with
Irag, we may be able to organize and resclve some of
ouf economic problems and development strategies. The
reason 13 the existing capacity in the economic field.



Becanze m other areas of securnty,
military, ete., actions have been taken
by the opposing countries and their
dezirad result has not been achieved.
zo they ate trymg to use economuc
tools, That ia, if there iz to be a threat
to our relations with the region and
Trag. it iz an economic threat.

If the opposing parties seek
to interpret the Greater Middle East
and strike at the axis of resistance,
the most important izsue o priocity
15 economic issues, so m the general
plans. that are formed, bilateral
economic relations should be one of
the top pricrties of decizion-maling
and diplomacy; “If we accept the
priority of the econonry, we cannot
marginalize its requiréments.”

One of the problems is
that we accept that economics and
economic relations affect securty
and political issues. But the fype
of valuation, managerent and it
requiremnents are marginal That is,
economic izsues are decision-making
matertal For example the nomber
of commercial counselors i the
two countries and the nature of their
work are one of these issues, Those
who zre m conflict with us today put
thetr top priofity oft econcmmic issues.
In other words, vanous investments
and support for the Daesh terrorst
group have been transferred to the
econiomic front today At present, the
capacity of our relations with Irag i3
less than the 520 billion capacity level.
Now, if our relationship with Iraqg iz
an intermediary between us and the
region, this figure will be doubled at
least This capacity exists in all areas
of the economy. Irag will be the larpest
imvestment center in the region for
another five years.

The more secure Iraq is and
the safer foreiom investors feel the
more it is likely that 3100 billicn will
be invested in that country. In the past
decades, the prevailing atmosphers in
Iraq. especially during the time of the
Baath party, was military and most of
the resources were spent on military
affairs, so there 15 a large market
in infrastroctore,  nstallation  and
economic fields

Irag also has the best
capacity in the flelds of agriculture,
geopolitics,  and  regional  trade
cooperation. Therefore investing in
all ‘areaz of infrastrocture iz a good
opportunity for Iran. Of courze, the

competitive environment prevails on
thiz platform. and we must also study
the considerations of thiz competition.

> The diplomacy of the two
countries must provide the
necessary legal-security platforms
In the field of exports of goods to Irag,
according to official sources, in some
vears the target of 312 billion was
achieved. Unofficially. bilateral trade
stands at 314 billion. Basically, goods
produced i Tran, from  foodstuffs,
constrction matenials, health products
to technical and engineering services,
find thetr market in Irag.

Inn the field of tounsm, there
iz a traditional relationship between
the two couniries, and before the
Conid-19 pandermic, about 7 million
tourizts traveled between the two
couatries annmally. There are many
areas its the field of joint ventures. That
iz, if we have a3 logical relationship
znd the necessary gunarantees on both
sides, there iz the possibility of joint
wrvestment 1n the two countries.

Our economic advantages
are 30 high m the areas of nvestment
and mfrastructure that it iz also our
comparative advantaze over others
Of course, bureaucratic izsues and
problems in the aress of executive
admunistration between us and Irag
must also be resolved appropriately.
Therefore, the dipletnacy of the two
countries must provide the necessary
legal. political and security support
If we consider the izsue of economic
presence a3 che of the priorities, the
necessary context and support in the
form of embassies and senior economic
counzelors of the ftwo countries should
be supportive of ecohomdc issues.
Turkey and China seem to be taking
such steps to support economic actors.
Ambassadors of the two corntries play
& key role in facilitating the prezence
of mvestors. That iz, the Mindstry of
Foreign Affairs should not think that
thiz 1z an uvnreasonsble asssiztance,
and when the private zector benefits,
we (the government) no lenger have
to spend our energy in thuz direction
If the economic sphere ranks as a
priceity of the geoals today it cannot
be expected to be achieved without
cost The costs of thiz sphere also
mclude legal support and insurance
costs. Thuz, an intermal mmsorance
system must be 32t up so that in case
of a political crisis, a strong insurance
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If we agree
with the
economic
priority,

we canhot
push its
regquirements
to the
margins

system will support 1t

Onxr banleing system and relations muat zlso be
i3 way to encourage investors. In the current stimation,
the number of competitors may be small However, when
full security is achieved in Iraq. all European countries
will have a sericus presence in Irag. all of which will have
financial, banking insurance, etc. support. If the totality
of banking and trade relations, transportation regulations
and legal relations are facilitative, Iran-Trag relations will
ke toro or three times greater than the corrent level and its
impact on the system of regional politics is evident both
in the form of resistance and regional development It
requires strengtheming the strategic-economic perspactive
in the decision-malking system that mvst be facilitated by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In promoting the presence of Iraman and Iragi




imvestors in each other's countries, it should be said that
the Iragi ambassader to Iran or our country's ambassador
to Irag play a very effective role. It remains to be zeen
how economically-driven these ambassadors’ decizions
are, given that the priority is trade and economy. Some
ambassadors are mainly diplomats and foeus on political
relations. It's worth i too: But such an ambassador is
worried about entering the economic sphere. The first

i3 that thoze who are chosen as ambassadors of
the two zides should prioritize economic issues.

# Resilience economic policies reinforce the need
for economists to be present in embassies

The economy also has itz requirements If we want to
develop these requirements, all fields must be ready
and all grounds must be paved. One of the areas 15 the
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atmosphere in the embassies of the
two coumtries. However, we need
to have economic officers at the
embazsy level However, the general
policies of the Besilience economy
and the economic crientations of a
country'z goveming svitem require
that the level of presence of the
embassy's economic persomnel be
raized to the level of deputy and
deputy ambassador The assigned
econopue  deputy miust have the
courage to make a decision and
create an atmosphere in which he
can be given the necessary authority
If the =conomic sphere wants to
develop, the expansion of relations
between the two countries requires
that the movement of Iranian and
Fragi bustnessmien and the issuance
of long-term and mulbiple-entry
business visas be facilitated for them
and the necessary legal support be
provided to entrepreneurs on both
sides.

>The role of Iran-Irag Chamber
of Commerce

Begarding the role of the Tran-lrag
Joint Chamber of Commerce in
facilifating mutual investments, it
should be zaid that this chamber
s a mnational, non-profit and
non-governmental  entity  with
a2 mission to develop economic
activity with Irag, which can play
an important role in this regard.
The Iran-Irag Joint Chamber
of Commerce has a capacity of
boosting trade to at least %12
billion, as mentioned above, and
can zolve problems by laving the
groondwork, creating space, and
purzpittg, as well az establizhing
the necessary interactions for
laving the groundwork and
communication. [t can provide
a great capacity to facilitate
relationships in various areas of
the business process. Because
the performance of this national
organization s professional in
the economic field, Iran-Irag
Joint Chamber of Commerce iz a
position that can play a key role
in developing relations between
the two countries, provided that
economic systetn find: its way
to the top of s priorities and the
role of chambers of commerce
should be at the core instead of
periphery




A SYMBOL OF
ARCHITECTURAL GLORY

Tag Kasrawhich is ope of the most hemuiful emd gloriows edifices remabring from that era
i the world remings we thiat ifthe Treian and Iragi elements adopt a common goal fogaihes,
they will lazt and shine forever throughowt tha course af hivtory Iike Tag Kosra,
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If you talk with gradvates of

political sciences. they would

probabhy calculate the history of

countries based on their political

developments in recent centuries

and when it comes to
establishment of Irag, they would say: Irag’s new
borders were created in 1920 by the League of
Mations, following the division of Ottoman Empire,
according to the Treaty of Sévres and the treaty ceded
Irag to the United Kingdom In 1921, the Iragi
kingdom wasz formed and 11 vears later in 1932 it
gained itz independence from the United Kingdom.
Yes, this iz a reality but it iz not the truth. Irag's
cultural truth and itz inhabitants are not a 90 year-old
civilization Probably the most apt definition for Irag
iz to call it “cradle of civilization™ becanse this
country enjovs the old and rich cultures of Sumer,
Alklkadian Empire and Assyrian homeland thonzands
of vears before B.C. Bome 4000 B.C. in a place where
i3 called Iragq now, the first writing system was
invented. Following this invention, the historical
developments were registered and the Sumers were
the first human beings who created wheel and
established city-states. In the writings remaimned from
the Sumers, we can witness the first organized signs
of mathematics, astronomy, medicine, religions
beliefs and written laws Interactions between the
Iranian and Iragi lands are not limated to hundreds of
vears. These two civilized countries have enjoved a
common life together along the history and they were
integrated together in forming the ancient empires ina
way that separating them iz very difficult. When in
356 B.C. Nabonidus reached the Babylon throne, his
country was experiencing some circumsfances: he
ruled a rich and civilized country with a nomber of
palaces, libraries and pleasant landscapes but this was
only the appearance. In fact, people were deeply
dizsatisfied with the mling system thers was a big gap
atticng the people and there was a rich minority
against a poor majority. Along with this gap between
poof and rich, there existed a large number of prisoners
who had been captored by the previous kings. Most of
these prizopers were Jewish people who had been
captured 38 years prior to Nabonides's coronation in
Babylon (in 397 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar II and
before collapse of Jerusalem). Besides these people,
the ordinary people were dizsatizfied with Nabonidus
as well, becauze he did not like Marduk (the patron
god of Babvlon and its bizsed priests) and he
worshiped Sin instead. These religions tendencies of
the king damaged the Marduk rituals and traditions.
Thus, the priests and the majority of the indigenous
people torned away from the tyrant miler. In addition,
Mabonidus had appointed Baltasar de Babilonia, his
orgy, bloody and unworthy son as the ruler which
created 21l means of a public dissatisfaction n
Babylon At the same time, in proximity of Babylon,
Cyrus the Great son of Cambyses mler of Anshan
had rebelled against Astyages, the fyrant king of
Medes. When the Medes king moved his great army
to Anshan to suppress him, he. prior to start of war,



was amrested by his own soldiers and handed over to
Cyrus the Great. Cyrus the Great overthrow dynasty
of the Medes and he was the king of the people.

Probably, in the eves of the people of Babvlon,
they were experiencing the same circumstances like
the people of the Medes. They pinned their hopes on
zavior of the Medes to save them from the evil of the
dark kingdom of Nabonidus: a3 a result, the religious
leaderz of Babylon began ensuring their -secret
contiections with Cyros the Great

The Jewish prophets litee “Daniel™ and “Izaiah™ who
had been captured gave the good tidings of arrival of
a Christ and savior. In their revelations, it was Cyrus
the Great who was titled as Christ and a divine zavior

This led Cyrus the Great to deploy
his forces to Babylon in 339 B.C.
Historical documents show that
Cyros the Great captured Babylon

without any war or fighting and
on 20 Oct. 539 B.C. he occupied
this city and moved to Marduk
Temple and called himself Chozen
by Marduk and “the King of
Babylon” and not the king of Pars.
Cyrus Cylinder which was found
it Babylon demonstrates exactly
hiz measures and conditions in
Babylen.
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He (Nabonidus)
promoted the improper action of
sacrifice which they did not exit
previcusly .. he took inappropriate
actions, viclence and maltreatment
daily (paragraph 6 of the Cy
Crylinder).

My big army  entered
Babvlon with peace and calm. I
did not allow the people of this

city and this land to receive any

damages {paragraph 24 of the Cyrus Cylinder).

. All people recopnized my steps with
zatisfaction. 1 sat on the zeat of kingdom in Babvlon
court. Marduk drew the attention of Babyvlomian
people to me, because [ respected and honored him
{paragraph 23 of the Cyros Cylinder).

> The internal sifvation of Babylon and its holy
stands shook my heart. . I tried for peace. Nabonidus
had slaved the poor people of Babylon which did not
deserve them (paragraph 23 of the Cyms Cylinder).

I abolished slavery. I ended the misery of
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people. T instrcted pecple to
worship freely and no one to bother
them. I erdered no one was allowed
to eradicate life of the people.
Marduk was happy with my good
deeds (paragraph 26 of the Cyrus
Cylinder),

From thiz point on, the history
of the great civilization of
Mesopotamia added to the richness
of the Iranian civilization, art and

—

architecture and these two elements were intertwined
like branches of a strong tree. During more than two
centuries of the Achaemenid governance, Babylon
was onie of the capital cities and the inscriptions were
not ealy written in Old Perzian cuneiform but also
in Elamite coneiform and Babylonian coneiform
as well. Following the collapse of the Achaemenid
dynasty and start of the Parthian Empire onice again
Ctesiphon (a place along the Tigris Biver in Iraq) was
the western capital city of the Parthian dynasty for

five centuries in Mesopotamia. Ctesiphon incloded
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seven cities; therefore, the Arabs
called it “the Cities”. While the
Parthians were in power, they
attached more honior and digaity
to Ctesiphon. The historical
reports and remaining works since
ancient times do not demonstrate
any hostile attitudes among the
Iranian and Iragi mulers on those
days nor their intention to delete
each other; rather, as supported
by evidence: and proofs, the
dentity of the Irags habitants was
independent and respected by the
Iranians. They enjoyed cordial
relations and mutually benefited
in art, architecture, langrage and
writing and created the necessary
means for the progresz and
development of both nations in
the ancient time and the wnigue
muetnal sense of belomging to
Ctesiphon among the two nations
5 a clear exariple of it and they
called Ctesiphon “the Heart of
Iran” It is very interesting to note
that the Heart of Iran was neither
located in Fars province nof in
Khozestan, it was rather located
in today’s Iragi lands which iz a
testimony to the deep proximity
among the Iranian ahd Iragi
people in ancient times.
During Sazanian Empire,
37 km sowth of Baghdad along
the Tigriz River there was a big
palace called “Tagq Kasra”™ built in
charming dimensions. An arch of
25 meters length which was the
widest ancient architectural arch
following the Gavmizhan Bridge.
It is some 30 meters in height and
43 meters in width The internal
walls of the Tag Kasra had detailed
decorations and were decorated
with colodfis]l marble stones
brought from Church of Antioch
and glass mosaics which pictured
fighting scenes including the scene
Ehosrow II was riding a vellow
horse in Antioch city. The floor
wa: covered with thick marble
stones and some sille carpets with
garden, trees and rivers patterns on
them were thrown on the floor
The king's zitting place wasz
located at the end of a big arch and
behind a curtain which would have
been closed only by the permission
of the king. Thiz preat common
Iraman and Iragi architectoral
masterpiece was built not only to

demonstrate the engineering techmiques but it was
done also to show the “greatness”™ to picture the wealth
and meght of the kingdom so that it would astonish
ambaszadors of other countries and warn the hostile
and rebellious governments that they had the power to
wits in every fight

Following the collapse of Sasanian Empire, Tag
Kasra was abandoned and during the history some
efforts were made for its destruction, but this building
which is a zign of [ranian and Iraqi nations’ vaity and
greztness in ancient times, iz stifll remaining. This
building, in the eyes of the Iranian and Arab culturists
and advocates of lterary works, was a glorions and
probably advising piece and no Arab intellectual
or poet along the history had ever any opposition
with Tag Kasra (which was a zymbol of ancient
iterconnectedness between the Irandan and Iragi
peoples). Let’s have a look at the English translation
of Al-Bubturt's poem, deseribing Taq Kasra:

See the mscriptions on the walls of the palace / fo

Jind our how the Iranions fought the Romans in

Antioch

Where Anoushirvan wears o green / frendy saffion

yeliow cover

And gloriouws and glorious slowly / under the lag of

Kaviani zees hiz army

Ehosrow Palace iz so glorious and proud /' as if

there is-a high motpuain there

Or the 42-bif ode of “Tag Kasra™ which iz an elegy

Jor Sasanian kings that Ehagawi mads it while

passing Tage Kasra It includes some advices for

next generations. Some bits of the ode are followed:

O the thoughtful heart, learn from what you ses

Conzider the porch of Madain as a mirror of

learning

Walk from the Tigris to Madain

From the second eve make Tigris on the soll of

Madain

The Tigriz fizelfis like a hundred Bloodthirsty Tigris

From the heat of iis blood fire iz dripping fire from

its evelashes

Cry from time 1o time on the porch

Until you hear the answer from its heart

The poivts of each palace advize you

Listen fully o the advices given

Hez saus you are from soil and we are your land now

Take some sieps on us and shed some feavs

We got brto troubls with the owls monody

Shed some tears, leszen our troubls

Yes, whar a wonder in the green of the world

The owl approaches the nightingale, the loment

Jollows the song

We gave the burden, if oppressed ws

On the evil palace let alone the evil

Probably, the advice of Tag Kasra, one of the
most beautiful and most glorious buildings in its
own time, for us today is that if two Iranian and
Iragi elements have a common goal. the cutcome of
that mutwal objective will remain along the history
with vtmost glorious and lasting | just like Tag
Kazra g



A Page of
History

in Iran-Iraq Bilateral
Diplomacy




Specis
Look

Course of developments and rend of tiss betwesn the two neighboring couniries of Iran and
Irag date back to some 100 vears ago in 1929, Enavarollah Samiei was the first Iranian Minizier
Flenipoterttiary fo frag. 20 years later, My Muhammad Shayesteh was appointed ax the first
Ambassador of Irar fo Irag.

On 21 March 194, the | despite the fact that the imposed war lasted for

diplomatic mission of Iran | eight years, the two counties severed relations

in Baghdad waz promoted | only from September 1987 to Febmary 1991;

to a  plenipotentiary | in other pericds, bilateral relations contitmed at

embassy; and Mr. | charge d'affaires level, fill these relations were

Mohammad Shayesteh was | upgraded to the level of ambassadors with the
appointed as the first Iranian Ambassador to | appointment of Mr Sevyed Hassan Nikenam as
Itag. the first ambaszador of the Islamic Republic of
On 04 December 1971, Iran and Irag cut | Iman to Baghdad in March 1993, Since then
diplomatic relations and Mr Mohammad | bilateral relations have continued uninterrupted
Ehakpour was appotated as the head of the | atthe ambassadorial level Below: you can find
Interests Section of Islamic Republic of Iran | the list of heads of Fran’s diplomatic mission
i Baghdad. In post-Islamic Bevolution period, | in Irag
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List of Heads of Diplomatic Mission of Iran m Baghdad since 1928

M= Hesen AN Fion Fodaye: Nasr ol-Malie
M Engyatnlish Bams's
ME= Mirm Taghi Fan Nabavt
M Beghar Eagams
M Farpamlish Zam'
- . Mgadfar Alam
N Musa Kowmi Fxfimadiori
M. Abelyawees Nane (Haim ol Meldk)
M Mauca Wi Exfandinsi
Al Mol Rz
M. Mohzmmad Bhayessch
i Mahmoud Balaki
Mdr Hngsain Gods-Hakhar
- . Mgadfar Alam
M Hngain Godi-Hakhar
Do Gansral Madar Bamnenbalid
L Aol Arditan
M. VadoDieh Acodt
Mz Abbas drae
N Mol Hossem Meshavakh Farsdent
M Afobamencad Hosain Macharakh Fariden:
M Serred Mainds Poraated
MEr, Fommeollah Amali
M Naid Mohran
Lt Mcianmmad Keakpoar
M Mt Sadegh Badrick
. Foreydoun Teedfard
M Zayyed Mahmoud Diossi
Mr. Mahdi Bashaat
M Mokameead Ali Faripaur
M. Seyyed Fezom Hasam Tabstabas
M Seryed Hassan Miknz
L. Hocsmin Amir A hdollahiz
M. Alirera Haghighian
B Himsen Hazami Goms
. Flzezan Dmsagifer
Mr. Trzj Majodi

M. Mohxemmad Hazam al-z Sadeg

Assbansador Extmaandinary aed Plampotantiar:

Assbansador Extmaaniinary aed Plampotantiar:

A dor T dinery md Pl ¥
At B inery zed Blampatantian:
A dor T dinery md Pl ¥
At B inery zed Blampatontian:
Amhassador Exwaadinery wd Bl v
Clargs ‘e
! Jor Exsanmdinary mmd B v
At Exsaariinay sxd Mlampatentiary
& B Linacy 2l Plani 1
Hioad of the Interasts Section
A E finary amd Planip i
A E finary amd Planip i

Inperim Chargd d*affaives
F E dinary aeid Planip T
Tnterim Charms 1 affaires
& B Linacy 2l Pleni T
A E imary amd Planiy T
Amiaviador Exmaordinan, snd Plosipotamtiary

1331

1332

1333

1338

1941

1848

1351

1852

1353

1345
12¢7
135G
1as1

1352

1053

1338

1098

13y

1260
1352

1963
1354

1367

1270

lam4

1278

1250

1955

1257

1909

200z

2010

2017
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Lasting
Heritage

» Culture of Arbaeen:
a shared ever-lasting
global heritage

a~aber ibn Abdullah Ansari, a great
amparion of Frophet Mohammad
arrived in Karbala with his cone.

No one expected the visit of thar old
wid bling man 1o the tomd of mam
Hoszein would mark the st ofa
large avnsal event for the years fo
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On the first dav of

Arbasen (20th of

Safar 61 AH)

when Jabir bin

Abdullah Ansar,

ameed in the land
of Karbala with hiz cane, few people
predicted that the pilgrimage of this
old and enlightened man from thas
clean zoil of Karbala would be the
starting point for the formation of a
magnificent anmaal Migat (place of
pilgrimage for pilerims) in which the
millions of people from all over the
globe create the largest world march
with the stogan “Al-Habit™ (o my
beloved ™)

Alsp, those barbaric crimmals who,
after the =unset of Ashura  were
mitoxicated with victory and cheered
with arrogance and ignorance, never
thowght that the hot and victorioos
land of Karbala became the biggest
place of freedom for justice seekers
and every vear the most unique world
gathering and march will be held m
thiz land.

» Arbaeen, Shia’s everlasting
and global eulture

The Izlamic Bevohttion of Trat, which
has emerged from the depths of Shia
beliefs, has faken its dynanmsm from
the rich Shiz cubture and 1ts idenfity
iz bazed on Shia values, and that iz
evident in the school of thought of
Ashura and Mzhdizm where waiting
arud the rule of a st perist during the
age of absence, i evident

This valuable capital has tied the
strategic depth of its national interests
to a huge and valuable capacity that
can play a decisive role in the firwe
of humanity and realization of the
Islamic crvilization.

It iz evident that one of the most
wnportant sources of soft power are
cutture and cuftural values, because
these values are the main mfrastracture
of social integration and as far as the
scope of culhzral values of a society
are more mclusiee and extensive,
then more software potentialz will be
tecreated in the realm of power and
this. it will lead o national authority,
Hence whenever culture and cultural
valnes possess transnational capacities
ai are able to expand bevond
geographical boarders, it can generate
ahuge social capital that will lead to a
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lasting power These are the messages
of Arbasen march and in fact they
are the driving foree of hearts and
according to the Leader of the Izlamic
Bevolution it &5 the “magnet of Imam
Hossem™

Ashura  discourse holds such =z
huge capacity to attract Mushm
communifies, which can lead fo
further sohdaml.r and integraticn
among Mushm nations, and this
omigue soft power can bE the ending
point of the historical conspiracies
related to the fake and seditiomst
confrontation  between Shias and
Sunniz and thus, sericusly endanger
the existence of the followers of the
domination and hegetmonic system.

% Imam Hussein (AS) School
of Thought and the Basis of the
Legitimacy of the Struggle

The social finetion of Islam and its
valuable principles of justice, which
have been hidden throughout history
due to the moral comption of nilers,
ardl the loflty goals of  Shariat-e-
Muhammadi, which is the foundation
of social justice.

By arouing the need and obligation
to obey the muler (even if he is unjust)
of saying sedition i3 worse than
oppression. they try to show that the
realization of the n.a_hts iz considered
H.legitﬂnate and this canses frustration
i cregting political and social reforms
in the framework of religious beliefs,
and thus by deing so. they are creating
the ground for the growth of atheist
cotrupt and takfirt groups.

It was school of thought of Imam
Hoszein and Ashira that theorized
the basis of the legitimacy of stuggle
against  oppression,  cormphon
and deviance in Islamic scciety
and by relying on rationality and
Ermg?ﬂ&nmmt awareness and  jthad
explanation (one of the mest impostant
agendas to deal with any deviation
and distortion in the discourse and
values of the Izlamic Revolotion)
this school of thought seeks to pursus
the transcendent goals of Islam in
creating an deal society. Accordingly,
standing against nppr&:smn_
corruption. deviation, hursliztion and
avoiding illegitimate methods and
blind wiclence and promoting self-
zacrifice ‘and lovalty, are the pivotal
foundations of Ashnra discourse in
order to create fondamental refonms in
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the Izlamic societies.

% March of Arbaeen or Unigue
and Inclusive Media

The glory of the march of millions of
people on Arbasen is not limited to its
eftwnic. racial or religious diversity.
This march i3 wrique @ creating
great Iuman manifestations such as
selfsacrifice.  kimdness,  zenerosity,
hospitalty, social vitality, high spirit
of cooperation. helping others and
providing comfort for others at the
cost of the hardships ereated for Traq
host fanulies.

Thas rally of millions of people with
the =logan of “Labaik Ya Hussein” 15
not only a great call for all freedom
aeekers th the world, bot al=o it 1=
mflzenced by the Imam Hussem's
way of fishting against oppression,
racism and tranny in onder fo
establish justice. The Arbaeen march
iz i fact an exercize of love and the
practice of kindness and self-zacrifice
to ackieve a higher soal and resolve
all differences and resentments and
create a unigee epic with the raised
flag of freedom.

The Arbaecen rally marks the finm and
determned steps that demonstrate
stability on the right path by the
participaticn of men and women with
the painful znd blistering legs and
even young and old and wheelchair
1EETS.

All these marches and rallies are a
aign that Arbaeen has been a huge and
mexhanstible asset for humanity and
an uaparalleled power and an endless
reserve for all uman beings during
all centuries. Tt = zlso a unigne media
with an enlightening and universal
function and the hstorical mission o
introcice the path fior seving humanity
in the lizht ofthe global uidance.
Fagarding the viversality of this
pure culture, it should be said that:
Whea the Imam of the time and
the savior of the human world and
the promised world announces
the beginning of the age of
appearance, He introduces himself
as Imam Hussein and this shows
that thiz luminous name in the age
of appearance iz a familiar and
sacred name for all the world and
this means that the broad-based and
melusive media of Arbaeen has been
able to fulfill sts historical mission
And that day is not late
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Oy Khapvam
had no ifime o
hold discussions
so that i would
be possible for us
g Jurther
understand hiz thoughiz through his
discussions. However we all bow
that he was In constan contact with
hiz  comtemporary  scholars  om
Science especially asfronomy.

Khayyatn waz bom in
an era where the Iranian essence;
having been repulsed for a couple
of centuries by Umavyvad and
Abbazid dynasties. relying on Iran
school of thought, was gradually
regaining lead in science, culture
and politics from a number of
conquers whose -only art was
gripping the sword. Nowadays,
Khayvam’s lifetime is interpreted az
“renascence” of Iran A testimomy
to thiz claim iz the story of “Three
Elementary School Friends” which
iz menticned in some references.
Although the base of the story iz
not troe, it includes a fundamental
reality that the three elementary
school friends, ie “Khayyam
Abu Ali Haszan ibn Ali Tusi and
Hazzan Sabbah”™ who established
the Iranian wisdom, philosophy and
mysticism  (following  Avicenna).
represented political and reviving
structure of pre-Islamic wtopia
in Islamic era and represented
the Tramian rebellious and defiant
spirit respectively, chose a small
sect of Islam (Hassan Sabbah and
his Ismailism which 1f not all but
was mostly a mix of religion and
ryysticism) and created fear among
the Abbasid agents It was Hazan
Sabbah whe like an old monk
did mot leave his room in Alamot
Fortress and exercised austerity
miystically. He mmled all followers
of Ismailizm living in different parts
of the world and if the Mongolz
had not ammived, he and his beliefs
wotld have probably conguered the
whole world.

Khayvam's thoughts
were developed in three parts of
Iran in thiz era. These areas were:
Balkh, MNeishaboor, Isfahan and
Baghdad Balkh was a city which
hosted the Nobahar fire-temple of
the Zorcastrians and Nowruz was
celebrated much greater in this city
in comparison with other parts of
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the country. Thiz city inspired Khayyam to write s
book of Epistle of Nowruz. Regarding the importance
of Balkh, we will cite Ata-Malek Juvayn: as saying in
pfe-Islamm era “In East, Balkh was like Mecca in West”
and Abu Manzur Dagigi wrote:

When King Lohrash gave the throme to
Goshtasb and left the throne and became ready to travel,
he went to the selected Balkh city which had I‘mi:rahar
fire temple that was revered and respected by the then
worshipers in 2 manner that pilgrims revere and respect
Malklcah Balkh was a junction which connected east
to west and incorporated Buda, Zoroastrian and Hindu
thoughts and western trade comvoys brought their
Chriztian believes to this city.

When Khayvam was voung and & student,
he lrved im Izfshan for a while. Later, Malik-Shah
1072 -1092) invited hum along a number of other
scholars to Isfahan and instructed them to zet up
“Falali calendar”. On those davs, Isfahan was the
thost dnportant city o Iran and became the center
of politics and knowledge in the Islanue world.
Ehayyam for 2 while was attending Malik-Shah
as the greatest and most powerfil Seljpk king who
rezpected Khayvam a Iot. While Khayyam lived in
Isfahan, he was accompamed by great scholars of
science, religion and mysticizm. He also lived for
some time in Baghdad. There i3 no doubt Baghdad
was the most important and credible city-on those
days which was influenced by Iranian culture and
bureaucracy. By virtue of his trips and as 2 result
of studying the works of great scholars such as Al
Maarmn, Avicenna,  Al-Famakhshari | Abul-Fazl
Bayhagi, Abw Hamid Al-Ghazali and Sanase and
keeping company with them, Khayyam accumulated
his wizdom.

Ehayyam waz born in Khorazan, north of
Iran, a short time following the death of Ferdows:
there. The most outstanding feature of Khayvyam's
mysticism thoughts pitied the glorious past of Iran
Ehayyam in hiz guatrain said:That palace which
was the residence of the kings, was home to a dove
singing cuckoo, cuckoo.

When we study Khayyam's Epistle of
Nowruz, we realize that he was fullf-. familiar with the
history of the ancient Iran and he felt an attachment
to Iranian heroic stories and rituals. He knew these
stories for sure as a result of reading Ferdowst's
Shahnzmeh and cther sources and hi= attachment was
seen in guotations he made. For instance, Khavyvam,
in his Epistle of Nowmz, wrote: “non-Arab kings
made a lot of efforts a: their rituals to ensure justice,
develop, learn, be wise and honor the wise people™
At the same time. among more than one hundred
quatrains attributed to Khayyam, there are 17

quatrain: which are directly and
indirectly mentioning the names
of ancient Persian (mvthical or
historic) kings. All these quatrains
start with being and end with non-
existence. Unfortunately, little
works of Khayvam are available
today and those available are
in mathematics, geometry,
astronomy and climatelogy, which
do not allow us to understand the
essence of hiz thooght:. Unlike
other scholars, EKhayvyam did
not have encugh time to hold
dizcpssions and exchanges with
other scholars so as to enable us to
understand hus thoughts. Probably,
the reazon for this reticence iz that
he was more Inowledgeable than
others or he could not find an able
scholar to share these thoughts
with or he felt the danger of being
accused of excommunication by
the bigot muftis, bot we know that
he was in regular and continuous
confact with his contemporary
scholars and especially astronamts
and hiz students did not leave
him alone: Probably, Khayyam's
most important goal was to know
“inexistence”™ and “being™ Thus,
among all sciences that he was
a master in he loved astroncmy
more and the reason for this claim
iz the amount of time he dedicated
o astronomy in order to recognize
“inexistence and bemg”

Khayvam passed away in
1311 when he was almost 80 years
old while he was homored by the
rulers and respected by his stodents
at all times of his Iife. In 1839
Edward FitzGerlad, the British poet
translated  the quatraing attributed
to Khayvam into English  which
played a key role in introducing him
to the west. There iz a quotation
from ‘“FitzGerlad” regardineg the
translation of Khayyam’s quatramns
into English which indicate the depth
of the poems: “T douts I have given
bart a very cne-sided version of Omar:
but what I do only comes up as a
Bubble to the Surface, and breals™
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-*'Wh 1S C heshmeh Ali
~in Damghan sacred
from the.scenery

P! ﬁpectwe"

aiways baerz‘camﬁe:;ed sacred ard pure, although
s function as ehanged in the cowrse of hisiory ano
Jrom one gengration to the ather,

Historical

findings of
Damghan region,
home to
Cheshmeh Al

("Spring  Al”)
indicate  homan  habitat  and
urbanization dating back to pre-
Izlams:c era and its golden time was

concuerent  with  the Parthian

Empire {247 BC to 224 AD) when
“8ad Darvazel’” {literally translzted
as “One Hundred Gates™), now
known as Damghan waz chozen az
capital city. Pre-lslamic historical
items found at Moghan Plain and
around Cheshmeh Ali indicate the
precedence of place over time in
Damghan  naming this location
after Ali (the first Shia Imam) waz
a tradsticn of the time in the Islamic
era, with two outcomes: “Firathy
the importance of the region for the
inhabitantz of a land named after
the first Shia Imam and zecondly,
the level of respect among ancient
Persians for Imam Ali  afier
comverting to Islam  (Mansoori,
1397:3). Most of the ancient
Persian beliefs related to Mithra in
the Islamic era have been sanctified
with the name of Imam Al in order
to be preserved (like Cheshmeh Al
i Rey and Morteza Ali Spring in
Tabas).

Defining  springs  as
an important la.ﬂ.dsuapr: i3 an
Iranizn custom. Mvthical naming
constructing o -ernmental
buildings at the bank of the
springs and sivers, establishing
socidl traditions ont zpecific dayz
and promeoting mythical beliefs
when describing itz identity are
all symbols of formation and
preservation of :pring landzecape.
Cheshmeh Al in Dampghan iz a
natural strecture which symbolize:
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the significance of water thanks
to the climatic and geographical
characteristics of its waterbed. In
different parts of Iran. especially
at the Iramian plateav, there are
some “sacred” water sources like
springs. lzkes and ganats which
were created or owned by Prophets
of Imams.

When moving from
Damghan city towards Cheshmeh
Ali, the road can indicate the
rich hiztory of Moghan Plain. On
the way, vou can see historical
monments which date back to pre-
Izlamic era. Castles like Gardicooh,
Manzoorkeoh and Mehmegar and
their function at different times
from the Parthian Empire to [zmaili
Drvnasty and the following empires,
indicate the strategic significance
of this region as & cotnecting
route; a historic route which starts
at Cheshmeh Ali (az the source
of greenness and life) and ends at
Tappeh Hezar (as the oldest point of
urbanization in this area). Bazed on
studies and archeclogical findings
of Profeszor Erich Schmidt, Tappeh
Hesar dates back to 5000 B.C. All
these points indicate that Moghan
Plain as a pleazant climatic and
fertile area located between the
Alborz range and Dasht-e Kavir has
been considered as the main artery
and route of trade and transport
at ancient times and was the only
natural and appropriate path for
military expeditions and shuttle of
commvoys and toorists (Qazanfard
and Karimi, 2016).

Meanwhile, about
30 ldlometers north-west of
Damghan on the way of Damghan-
Kiazar-3ari, en route the Astanch
and Kalateh villages, there iz a
very beantiful and nateral lake.
Cheshmeh Ali in Damghan, az the
source of the only permanently
flowing miver of the town, which
begins at springs located at the
bottotn of lake and from the
swrrounding  mountamms, 18 an
example of sacred places which
datez back to pre-Islamic era
MNowadays, people of Damghan
consider thiz place and water
sacred and tie a faith ribbon to a
plane tree there and immerse their
bodies in ity water. These people
even believe that the fish living in
the spring water are sacred and are

Water springs
constitute
animportant
territorial
perspective
in the lranian
tradition.
Mythical
naming

of places,
constructing
state
buildings next
to aprings,
establishment
of social
traditions on
some specific
days and
promoting

f mythical
beliefs
describing
the identity
of spring are
allaymbols
behind water
springs.

not to be hunted.

Inhabitants of this region
believe that the spring came into
irth  whenDoldol, Imam Ali'z
herse, hoofed the ground. ;
one of them (springs) i1z located
next to an old tree and the water
2 flowing out very strongly It iz
said that the hoof of Doldol, Imam
Ali's horse, hit there and the water
started flowing. There is a prece of
stone next to the spring which iz
engraved and there 15 a plain tree
as well that visitors of Cheshmeh
Ali tie ribbons 1o its ‘branches
and it iz called “tying ribbons™.
Thiz 1z the lnown appellation”™
(Qazanfari and Kanmi 2016,
Damghan city Culinral Herstage
Archives, 2007). Astaneh village
iz connected to thiz complex by
Mashhad-Tehran road as well as a
shortcut dirt road which has been
created by the local inhabitants
and it iz called “Salavati Passage™
{Passage of Peace Sending). The
appeliation is the local inhabitants’
belief in Cheshmeh Ali. On days
of Moharram {mourning month of
Mupslims), commemorators from
thiz village and other neighboring
villages use this path to Cheshimeh
Al to hold processions and
congregate  for prayvers. When
moving on this road and upon
sighting Chesleneh Ali wvillagers
stop and send peace to Prophet
Myhammad and members of his
household (peace be vpon them).
Bazed on the existing facts and
evidence, Cheshmeh Al iz a
holy place attributed to Imam Alj
while he never travelled to Iran
(Mirsholeraei, 2003).

Chezhmeh Al 5 such a
pleasant and beaotiful place that
attracted Ionp: and mlers and
was a place of camping for them.
Ameong the Iramian rulers, Qajar
kings travelled frequently to this
place. Agha Mohammad Khan
Qajar (1742-1797) and Fath-All
Shah Qajar (1769 —1834), whe
was born in Damghan, established
significant and beauntiful buildings
and manzions in Cheshmeh Ali and
it fact lived there. In 1867, WNazer
al-Din Shah Qajar, on his way to
Khorasan, staved for a couple of
days in Cheshimeh Ali and pecple
of Damghan narrate interesting
storiez from that trip. Mansions
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buoilt by Agha Mohammad Khan
Cajar and Fath-Ali Shahk Qajar in
Chehshmeh Al are as follow: 1.
Fath-Ali Shah Qaj
the middle of the (
lal.:- which iz encircled by
2. Fath-Ali Shah Qajar’s T_J."-'lul__luF' at
the west side of the complex with
a simiple construction, 3. Another
building at the szouth part of
Cheshmeh Ali at the bank of river
-, 4. A castle-lite building at the
vest of the comyplex and at the top
of a hill which was built probably
at the Qajar’s era and for secunty
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guards (MNejati, 196
there iz 8 deed o
paraarap]:.“

. At Fath-Ali Shah Qajar’s palace,
endowment in Nastaligh font in 9
a1.'fd on two marble stones ( Najati

'I'h e are d:ﬂa.:rent examiples it Moghan Plain
geographical region which fully reflect the tha mghts
a.nd beliefs o ﬂle local pPupIP and ¢ nﬂ.:titute ﬂ:u: ronL

11'\111 Dam._,h_.n as w E11 hEh-Ef_
ohably ﬂ:u: 3ame
ehel Dolchtaran™

t -._-ua-ter away
aboutBadihan Spring which is mo
Cheskmeh Ali of Damghan and the
dote and decorations used there in Damghan cify are

all very clearly narrating mvths which have been totally
integrated in the life of the inhabitants of this region.



For people whose lives are closely

il= connected with nature, agriculture,
world fertile plain: and cuoltivation are
dependent on rainfall and water
flowing from the Cheshmeh Al
spring which iz the zowrce of
only ever munaing rver in this
ared. At the same time analyzing
the findings of Tappeh Hesar
explorations and clarification of
beliefs brings this theory to the
mind that probably this spring_ asa
result of its role in the lives of the
inhabitants of thiz region, has been
always sacred since the prezence of
mankind in this plain and start of
imhabitance there (Qazanfari and
Karimi, 2016).

Due to their roles in the
lives of ancient human beingz. such
natural elements were considered
sacred and were therefore dedicated
gods for protection  Wherever
Perstanz saw any springs. trees of
mountains which were a source of
life. thev considered them sacred
and protected them through the
vears. What matters iz the fact
that Cheshmeh Ali of Damghan
will always remain a symbol of
cleanness, purity and zanchity
althoupgh itz fitnetions have changed
in history and from one generation
to other zeneration €
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Guest of Flowers

Traditional ceremony of rolling in
flowers in Semnan Province




Mohsen Shamsizade Ravandi
Editorial Secretary

Rolling in flowers is one of the mosi prominent rifuals
of Semnan Province. It is done for one year-old or
vounger babies by their next of in, including mother,
aunt and grandmotier

Tran is full of
traditions and
ceremonies wWhich
are entangled
with the spirit and
life of humans

and demonstrate the pure natre and
delicate soul of Iranians

Spnng i1z fagrant in
different parts of Iran with the scent
of beantifil flowers. People in those
areas have beautifial fower-bud
collection ceremomies one of which iz
'Guolgalan’ {or rolling in flowers).
Vanous rimals and celebrations
are held in Semnan province in
different seazons of the year due to
its geography and desert-like climate.
In spring. a3 damask ;
Golgaltan ceremory iz performed in




soine cities of the province.

% Golgaltan ceremony

Golgaltan ceremomny iz one of the
most famous traditions in Semnan
province. The ritwal 15 performed for
one-yearold or younger infants by
close relatives such as mothers, aunts,
uncles and grandmothers.

In the past the Gelgaltan ritoal
was tnostly performed in different
coumties of Damghan city. The
crigin of the ceremony goes back

to Damghan and Amineh cities, bot

today it iz also performed in other
citties of Semnan zuch as Iiianum,
Shahroud, Kalateh Khaij and Dizaj.
The Golgaltan ceremony was
nationally registerad m 2010 for the

city of Amirieh as the first spuitual hertage of Semnan
provinee. OF conrze, the ceremony has also been held in
fthe cities of Kashan Khorasan Razavi and Gonsbad znd
iz 100 years old.

% Time of Golgaltan

The Golgaltan ceremomy iz held when damazk flowers
blossom. The ceremony comes with diverse details
different cities and regions. In some places, ceremonies
are held on the cecasion of a baby's one-vear-old barthday
In sotne areas it is perfoomed for babies who are in thewr
first spring of life, and in some places it 13 performed after
the tenth day of birth. (Sometimes families who kmow the
tithe of birth of their baby in fisture seasons collect damask
rozes ity advahcs and keep them refrigerated to be used in
the ceremony after the tenth day of the baby's birtke) In
general the ceremony marks the first spring of 2 child's
life.
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> Manner of celehration
Dayz before the ceremony, fomale relatives of the baby go
to the damask rose pardens early inthe moming and collect
flowers while reciting religious mantraz and pravers as
well as pieces of poetry. After collecting the flowers, they
separate the petals and thoms, pouring them into a bright
(nanally white) cloth

Then the baby 1z given a bath usually by the
baby's grandmeother. Tn some areas. they put henna on the

baby's hands. After the bath they
dry the baby and put him'her on the
flovwers that are already spread on the
cloth ard cover lam‘her with petals.
Afterwards, the family metbers grab
the four comers of the cloth and rofl
the baby among the flowers while
reciting poetry and religious mantras
wishing the baby good health and



Prosperity.

After they put the baby dovn on the
grovnd, the guests leave thesr zifts
by the side of the cloth. At the end of
the ceremoy, they semve the guests
with tea, sweetz and drinks. The
flower petals are dried and kept for
the baby's fitture by the mother. If the
baby iz a boy, they put the petals in

his prayer meg and groom's clothes and if it is a gid they put
them in her dowry prayer mg.

2 Philozophy of Golgaltan

The people in this region believe rofling a baby amongs
damask roses brings happiness and jov to the baby
and save it from dizeszs and evil In addition, the frezsh
flowers protect the baby's skin and keep it fresh and
joyful 4
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This section will cover diplomatic events and
receptions held by foreign missions during the
first two months of the Iranian calendar yeor
1401

dlFF. 10
U s

National Consztitution Day of the Republic of Poland

Polizh National Constitation Day and the 80th anniversary of the arrival of Polish refocees in
Iran during World War II, were held at Vahdat Hall in Tehran

The ceremony of the National Constitution Day of Poland and the 80th anniverzary of the arrival
of Polizh refugees in Iran during World War IT, were held on Sunday, May 8, 2022 corresponding
to Crdibehesht 18,1401) at the Vahdat hall in Tehran, with the presence of Mr. Zbigniew Ran,
Paolizh Foretgn Minister and Mr. Al: Bagheri. Deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs and
Mr. Saced Khatibradeh, Fereign Mindstry spolesman, as well a2 a group of political officials.




The 49th Independence and National Dayv of the People’s Republic of Bangladezh

The 4%h Independence and National Day of the People’s Eepublic of Bangladesh was honored
in Tehran on Monday, May 9. 2022 (corresponding to Ordibehesht 19,1401 at the Parsian
Hotel. It should be noted that Mr Hamid Reza Alaei Tabatabai, Deputy Head of the Trade
Promotion Organization of Iran, was one of the goest of thiz ceremony.
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The European National Day ceremony

The European National Day ceremony was held at the residence of the French Ambazaader in
Tehran.

The European National Day ceremoty was held on Menday, May 2. 2022) comresponding to
Ordibehesht 19, 1401) with the presence of all EU member states at the French Ambassador's
residence 10 Te}:zra.n_

Wr Pevinan Saadat. advisor and Director General of Western Evrope at Foreign Ministry, and
Mr. Abdul Majid Mozaffari, Head of European Organizations at Foreign Ministry, attended the
Ceremony on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Pl P l-.":E"

The 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between the Islamic
Rpeublic of Iran and the Kyrgvz Republic

The ceremony of 30th Anniversary of Diplomatic Eelations between the Republic of Kyvrgyzstan
and the Islamic Republic of Iran_ was held at Cultural Institute of ECO.

The commemoration ceremony of 30th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the Kyreve
Bepublic and the Islamic Fepublic of Irah was held on Sunday, May 13, 2022 (corresponding te
Ordibehesht 25 1401} at the Cottural Institizte of ECO.

It iz worth mentioning that Mr. Hassan Sheikh al-Tslami Head of the Center for Political and
International Studies of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and M.
Ehosrow Nazeri, Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization {ECO) were
among the guests participating in the ceremony.
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The World Portuguese Language Day in the residence of the Ambassador of Brazil
The ceremony of the World Portupnese Language Day was held on Monday, May 16,2022
{corresponding to Ordibehesht 26 1401) at the residence of the Ambassador of Brazil in Tehran.
Mr. Issa Kameli, Advisor to the Foreign Minister and Director General of America at the
Ministry of Foretgn Affairs. and Mr. Fera Nazar Ahan Advisor to the Foreign Mindster,
participated in thiz ceremony on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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MINISTERIAL MEETINGS

New Ambassadors Appointed to the Islamic Republic of Iran

Thiz sections preseniy a list of departing cond newlv-appointed eombassadors fo the Inlonic Republic
of Fran during the first two monthe of the Iranior calendar vear 1401

rdiry J_Tj

His Excellency Dr. Amir-Abdoflahian the honorable Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, recerved copies of the letters of credence of the new Ambassadors of Belams
{Mr. Dmitry Eoltsov), Switzerland (0. Christian Dussey). Avstria (Mr. Wolf Dietrich Heim)),
Srt Lanka (Mr. Wishwanath Aponsu) and the United Kingdom (Mr. Simon Shercliff).
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Hizs Excellency Dr. Baisi the honorable President of the Islamic Republic of Iran accepted
letters of credence of the new Ambassador: of UK, Austria. Sri Lanks and Belams.




2021j09430

Hiz Excellency Dr Amir-Ahbdollahian the honorable Mimister of Foreign Affairs of the
Izlamic Republic of Iran, received copies of the letters of credence of the new Ambassadors of
Eargizstan (Mr. Sydykev Turdaknn). Spain (Mr. Angel Tosada Femandez), Netherlands (MW
Frank Mellen), Cvprus (M. Andreas Kouzoupds), Azerbaijan (Mr. Ali Alizada). Finland (Mr
Kari Kshilnoto) and Belgmm (Mr, Gianmarco Rizzo).
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His Excellency Dr. Amir-Abdoflahian the honorable Mimister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Eepublic of Iran, recetved the credential: of Stefan Priesner, the UN Resident Coordinator and
Eobin Nandy, UNICEF Representative in the Islamic Republic of [ran.
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Hiz Excellency Dr. Faisi the honorable President of the Islamic Republic of Iran accepted
letters of credence of the new Ambassadors of Switzerland, Kirgizstan Belgium, Finland,
Crpros and Azerbaijan.

His Excellency Dr. Amir-Abdollahian, the honorable Minister of Foreign Affairs of the [zlamic
FBepublic of Iran recetved copies of the letters of credence of the new Ambassadors of MNew
Zealand (Michael Wohi) and Vatican (Andeji Yozovic).

mismmadi of Mo Lalan

His Excellency Dr. Amir-Abdollahian, the honorable Minister of Foreign Affairs of the [zlamic
Bepublic of Iran_ received copies of the letters of credence of the new Ambassadors of Armenia
{Arsen Avagyan) and Brinei Daressalam (Tsmail ben Hajt Abdul Managp).




Pl |23
———

His Excelleicy Dr. Baizi, the honorable President of the Islamic Republie of Iran, accepted
letters of credence of the new Ambassadors of New Zealand, Vatican, Netherlands and Spain.
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His Excellency Dr. Amir-Abdollahian the honorable Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
BEepublic of Iran_ recerved copy of the letter of credence of the new Ambazsador of Algeria (Ali
Orouj).
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His Excellency D Baisi, the honorable President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, accepted
letters of eredence of the new Ambassadors of Bronet Damssalam and Algeria.
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His Excellency Dr. Amir-Abdoflahian the honorable Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, received copies of the letters of credence of the new Ambassadoss of Palestine
{Salam Al-Zavawi) and Cuba (Alberto Gonzilez).
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His Excellency Dir. Faizd, the honorable, President of the [slamic Fepublic of Iran, accepted lefters
of eredenice of the new Ambassadors of Palestine (Salam Al-Fawawi) and Cuba (Alberto Gonzalez).
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Hiz Excellency Dr. Faisi the honorable President of the Islamic Republic of Ian aceepted
letter of credence of the new Ambaszsader of Ireland (Satna MeGuinness),

His Excellency Dr. Amur Aabdollahian, the honorable Minister of Foreign Affasrs of the [zlamic
Eepublic of Iran. recerved copy of the letter of credence of the new Ambassador of Ireland
(Baina MeGuinness)
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His Excellency Amir Abdollahian, Minister of Foretgn Affairs of the Islamic Bepublic of Iran,
recetved copy of the letter of credence of the new Ambaszsader of Vietnam (Luong Quoc Huy).
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His Excellency Dr. Amir-Abdollahian the honorable Minister of Foreipn Affairs of the Islamie
Republic of Iran, received copies of the letters of credence of the new Ambassadors of Latvia
(Pateris Vaivars), Nepal {Tapas Adhikari), Bumondi (Gerard Neahorwarove Bikebake), Mente
MNegro (Perifa Kastratovic) and Estonia (Anelli Kock).
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His Exeellency Dr. Baisi, the honorable, Prezident of the Islamic Bepublic of Iran, accepted
letters of credence of the new Ambassadors of Armenia, Burnundi, Latvia, Wepal, Monte Negro
and Estonia.
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Glass and
nght

Iran Museum of Glass

and Earthenware at the
Heart of Capital
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Telran is the beating heart of Iran

anid a modern city with monerows

“fourizm aifractiors which

reprasepts thousands of vears of art,

cuffure and civilizafion  “lran

Musewm of Glass and Eartfienwars”
iz ome qf the top aftractions gf the city

» Introduction

The Glassware & Ceramic Museum monument iz a
historical house relevant to the Qajar Period registerad
in the National Heritage List (1998). The two-story
Museum was built 11 an octagonal brick mansion in a
garden with more than 7,000 m? under the command
of Almad Ghavam (Ghavamn Al Saltaneh) at the early
Pahlavi Era, and was used as Egypt and Afghanistan
Embassy. The mansion was sold to the Farah Pahlavi's
Office and has been transformed to the mmsenm in
1975. The building is ornamented by wood-carving
doorframes, stairs, and brick working of the facade
in Seljug's architecture style. The plasterworls of the
muzenm belong to two periods: The Ghavam period
and the western atyle during the embassy of Egypt. and
the mirror works at the second floor dating back to the
Qajar Period. In general the five halls of the mmzeum
{The Crystal Hall Mina Hall Zarin Hall (seashell
hall), Zarriry Hall librrary) are divided mto two parts,
Pre-Izlamic and Post-Islamic artworks. The first floor
dates back to the Pre-Islamic period and has two main
halls Potteries comsist of clay relevant to the first
mitlennimm as well as the ones donated to the museum
by European in the 158th and 19th centuries are kept
in the corridor of the first floor The most important
discovered antiquities and potteries including colored
pottery figures. glas: omamentations of the 4th and 54
centuries, and potteries related to the first millennimm
B.C. are shown in the first floor

2 General Information:

Visiting Time: 9-17

Duration of Visit: 1-12 hra

Weelkly Holiday: Monday

Annual Holidays: Official Holiday: and Days of
MoLming

Location: No. 33, 51 Tir 5t., Jomhour Ave., Tehran

> Suggestions

Best Time to Visit: Mo limit

MNearest Tourist Aftractions: Treasury of National
Jewels, National Museum of Iran, Wational At huseum
of Iran, Saba Museum Communication NMuosenm,
Paric—e Shahr







b ......m:.-i..--. e .tn_...__._.__._.

LA LR s

3wy e




Fn -

R T o










